VII. WILPF RESEARCH/ACTION
GUIDE FOR TRACKING MILITARY CORPORATIONS

This Guide was designed by Pat Birnie, Tucson WILPF, and grew out of the experiences of her Branch in researching and confronting the local giant Raytheon plant which dominates Tucson’s economy and social culture.  The Guide contains:

· Research suggestions

· Action possibilities

· Resources for carrying your project forward

Also included is information for those who wish to add “citizens inspections” to their action possibilities.

Please keep in touch with Pat Birnie, Mil-Corp Project Facilitator, and her committee and report back on your progress, your problems and your successes.  Pat’s contact information is given in Section 10 of this Manual.

7. Suggested Guide for Study/Research/Action groups

Section VII: WILPF  Study-Research-Action Guide    

This is the guide that can get you started on your way to researching an individual corporation, or to exploring   concerns like depleted uranium or “star wars” and their relationship to the military-industrial complex and the war economy.  

For purposes of internet research it will probably be more convenient to work from this document  on the www.wilpf.org  website (access DISARM Campaign and then Mil-Corp to find the  study-research-action guide).  The links can be opened directly from that page on the website.

This section also includes  ideas for action projects. Please share your own with the Mil-Corp committee.  

Several WILPF Branches have   engaged in citizens inspections of corporations or universities involved in producing nuclear weapons or other WMDs.  Materials  for groups mounting citizens’ inspections can be downloaded at http://www.cwit.org/  This website contains guides on how to organize them, as well as what purposes they serve). You can download a full citizens’ inspection handbook from the site. Also explore http://www.motherearth.org/nuke/inspection.php  which has information on European Citizen's Inspections Teams and another handbook.
Use the resources in this guide at any point in your own study/research/action project.  Some groups may wish to  complete the entire study course before they undertake an action project of their own..  Others may know early on  what they want to tackle, and   begin their research and action as they go   through the manual.  Tailor the process to fit your own needs!!!    This Guide will almost certainly continue to be a key tool as your research progresses.  

Keep in touch:  let’s build a network for research and action! Please send on any additional useful links you find (See Section 10: Feedback.).   Let us know how you progress and problems you encounter. We all need to work together to dismantle the war economy and to build economies of peace!
 

MIL-CORP ConneXion

STUDY/RESEARCH/ACTION GUIDE

Long Term Goal:  Conversion to socially constructive operation consistent with human needs, democratically chosen. Citizens determine needs and create institutions to fill them.

Short Term Goals:  1) Educate community about purposes, scope, local-national-international impact of military corporation, including dollar, social and environmental costs.

2) Advocate new ways of thinking about national security and the construct of corporations (or their substitutes) to meet human needs.

RESEARCH

Corporate Information:

1. Obtain copy of corporate charter. (Ask Secretary of State) What state officials are responsible for enforcement?

2. Request corporation’s Annual Reports, 10-K and 10-Q reports, proxy statements, and environment, health & safety reports for most recent 3 years.  Compare with Securities and Exchange Commission records.  (Addresses from web or library)

3. What is its history of litigation, fines, indictments, & for what reasons? (10-K reports)

4. What is history of stockholder activism? (Proxy statements or ICCR possible sources)

5. What products are made by corporation? Are they considered illegal by International Law?

6. In how many locations does corporation have manufacturing plants? For what products?

Are there protesters at any of those locations with whom we could share information?

7. Is there collaboration of corporation with the local university or colleges?  Elaborate.

8. Is there union activity at plant locations?  How effective is it?

9. Does corporation take adequate precautions against possible sabotage?

10. Has corporation been part of consolidation/plant closings? What is its record of environmental cleanup at abandoned sites?

11. What kind of federal, state or local incentives or tax breaks have been provided?

12. What is corporation’s history of PAC monies spent to influence contracts? Or candidates? (Lobbying to reduce environmental regulations?  Others?) Which Congressional District?

13. Does corporation maintain high profile in community with greenwashing (exaggerated claims about its environmental benefits)? Document corporation’s community service.

14. Compare balance sheet of costs of corporation to community vs assets to community, including quality of life indicators, if possible.

Arms Trade:

15. What countries are customers of corporation? What is the economic and political status of 

those countries (debt, social system, dictator or other anti-democratic leader?)?

16. Are taxpayers reimbursed for overseas sales? (Recoupment Fees rescinded in 1996)

Environmental Impact:

17. Has and does corporation dispose of its toxic wastes in ways that protect workers, public 

and environmental health?

18. Have any of its locations been designated as EPA Superfund Sites?

19. Have workers or community residents suffered health effects from toxic emissions?

20. What is corporation’s record of environmental justice?

21. Is it complying with local, state and federal environmental regulations? (Right-to-Know)

FROM INFORMATION OBTAINED:


Develop brochure or brief paper that documents the above, as a “Bill of Particulars.”


Develop photo exhibit for visual enhancement at future speaking engagements.


Prepare audio-visual program or video to us in all Branches and Cable TV, etc.

SOURCES for MIL-CORP RESEARCH

Military Corporations

“Top 100” list of weapons contracts and sub-contractors;  U.S. government web site:



http://www.dior.whs.mil/peidhome/procstat/p01/fy2003/top100.htm 

Arms Lobbies
See World Policy Institute for About Face: The Role of the Arms Lobby in the Bush                                       Administration’s Radical Reversal of Two Decades of U.S. Nuclear Policy at

   
            www.worldpolicy.org/projects/arms/reports/reportaboutface.html
Arms Trade & Arms Control

Arms Control Association:   www.armscontrol.org  

Center for Defense Information:   www.cdi.org     

Council for a Livable World: http://64.177.207.201/pages/91_10.html  

Federation of American Scientists: Arms Sales Monitoring Project:  www.fas.org/asmp
Institute for Defense and Disarmament Studies:  www.idds.org   

Nuclear Control Institute: www.nci.org  (proliferation issues)

World Policy Institute (NY):    www.worldpolicy.org/projects/arms  access “reports”

Conversion

National Comm. for Economic Conversion & Disarm.: www.webcom.com/ncecd/
Proposition One:  www.prop1.org/prop1/prop1.htm  Disarm & conversion bill

World Revolution:  www.worldrevolution.org  Peace, human rights, environ., poverty   
Corporation Information 

Charter inquiries:  to corporation headquarters, or Secretary of State or State 

Corporation Commission

Interfaith Center on Corporate Responsibility: www.iccr.org  (to file stock. proposals)

Newspaper and business magazine archives have a wealth of information.

Securities and Exchange Commission:  www.sec.gov (choose EDGAR Database)

Tax Breaks/Corporate Welfare:  Ask local elected officials to help research this. 



Check with City Council, County Supervisors, Economic Development

To obtain Annual, 10K, 10Q,  EH&S reports & proxy statements, check web site or

write corporate headquarters. Much info is on corp’s web site’s news releases. 


Campaign for Corporate Reform: www.citizenworks.org/corp/ccr.php 

Corporate Crime Reporter: www.corporatecrimereporter.com 

Corporation Watch:   http://lists.essential.org/corp-focus/  (Multinational Monitor)

Institute for Policy Studies:   www.foreignpolicy-infocus.org/papers/cw/   

Lobbying monies to Congress:  www.vote-smart.org       www.opensecrets.org/  

National Priorities Project:  http://nationalpriorities.org/
Program on Corporations, Law and Democracy: www.poclad.org 

Project on Government Oversight: www.pogo.org          

Depleted Uranium

Campaign Against Depleted Uranium: www.cadu.org.uk  (Good Links, too)

CCNR: www.ccnr.org/du_hague.html, Dr. Rosalie Bertell at 1999 Hague Peace Conf.

Crew Citizens Research: www.crewconcord.org/pages/problem.html  (Superfund Site)

Military Toxics Project: www.miltoxproj.org 

National Gulf War Resource Center: www.ngwrc.org/Dulink/du_link.htm 

Uranium Medical Research Center: www.umrc.net 

WISE:  www.antenna.nl/wise/uranium/dfac.html 

Environment and Environmental Justice

Center for Health, Environment & Justice:  www.chej.org/

Institute for Energy and Environmental Research: www.ieer.org  

Military Toxics Project: www.miltoxproj.org    (also access “resources”, then “links”)

Pacific Studies Center, 222B View St., Mountain View, CA  94041  publishes 

“Citizens’ Report on the Military and the Environment”

Rachel’s Envirn. Weekly index web site:  www.rachel.org/bulletin/index.cfm?St=4 

Right to Know (Toxic Release Inventory):  www.epa.gov/tri        www.rtknet.org/ 

U.S. PIRG:  www.uspirg.org
Legislation

Friends Committee on National Legislation:  www.fcnl.org 

Proposition One:  www.prop1.org  

National Missile Defense

            Center for Defense Information: www.cdi.org/hotspots/issuebrief/default.asp 

Federation of American Scientists:  www.fas.org/spp/starwars/contract/index.html 

 
                              Also from FAS:  www.fas.org/spp/starwars/program/nmd 

Global Net. Against Weapons & Nuc. Pwer in Space: www.space4peace.org  plus links       


Government:  www.govexec.com/top200/2000top/00charts/00bmd.htm 


Union of Concern. Sci.: www.ucsusa.org/global_security/missile_defense/index.cfm

World Policy Institute: www.foreignpolicy-infocus.org/papers/micr/index.html

World Policy Institute: www.worldpolicy.org/projects/arms/reports/tangled.htm
Peace & Justice activist groups


Activist groups/Lockheed Martin: www.scwit.org weapons inspection;  www.ccalm.org  

Citizen Alert: www.citizenalert.org Public Citizen’s focus on S-W nuke dump issues

Institute for Energy and Environmental Research:  www.ieer.org
 
Nuclear Information and Resource Service:  www.nirs.org Excellent info & LINKS

Nukewatch: www.nukewatch.com  Mid-country resistance against nukes & ELF

Shundahai Network: www.shundahai.org  Native American protest against Yucca Mt.

TriValley Cares: www.trivalleycares.org  Protests at Laurence Livermore Labs & more

War Resisters League: www.warresisters.org/Reviving_Resistance.pdf (handbook)

20/20 Vision: www.2020vision.org   

WILPF:  www.wilpf.org   Peace Women: www.peacewomen.org ;  www.unifem.org  

WILPF’s Dirty Dozen: www.reachingcriticalwill.org/corporate/dd/ddindex.html 

Women’s Action for Nuclear Disarmament: www.wand.org 

What the World Really Wants

Earth Charter:  www.earthcharter.org   Values and principles for a sustainable future.

Operating System for Earth: www.osearth.com/resources/wwwproject/index.shtml 
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ACTION IDEAS

1. Form speakers bureau, and seek audiences at community groups.
2. Write opinion pieces and letters to the editor for local and national papers.  Recruit writers from diverse segments of community: PSR, welfare, health care, affordable housing, educators, environmental groups, small farmers, food coops etc. (These groups make good sources of committee membership for researching as well as disseminating information.  Military corporations affect many segments of our lives.)
3. Meet with local editorial boards to share findings of research and expose extent of influence of corporation’s possible diversion of community resources as well as foreign policy implications.
4. Plan a series of Community Town Meetings to address:

a. What is National Security?

b. Is corporation supporting our concept of National Security?

c. How corporation could benefit the community and national security.

d. Corporation’s environmental/environmental justice impact on community.
5. Write resolution for City Council, County Supervisors, state officials, urging declaration of corporation’s charter as invalid (if research turns up violation of public trust).
6. Attend annual stockholder meetings and s peak out on range of issues.  File stockholder 

proposals (if you find sympathetic stockholder).
7, 
Plan video series (CDI & Enviro-Video have relevant videos for many of our subjects.)
8. 
Organize regular protest presence at corporation headquarters or manufacturing location.
9.
Boycott corporation.  If corporation does not have consumer goods to boycott, we could mount a PR initiative to mutual fund managers, elected officials and potential buyers of corporation’s produces, utilizing Bill of Particulars previously generated.
10.
Initiate a jurisdictional challenge. (The Massachusetts Burma Law legislated that state businesses could not do business with Burma because of human rights violations there.  This law was challenged as interfering with national trade and foreign affairs, but provided a forum for demanding citizen control.  Can taxpayers decide how our taxes are spent?)
11. Initiate project to prohibit overseas sales of military equipment.
12.
Start a divestment initiative.  Survey community groups which have pension fund investments (which may have a conscience: colleges, unions, public employees..) and use the Bill of Particulars to show fund managers why they should divest.
13,
Generate creative actions, such as street theater, art shows, cultural events to incorporate findings of research, dramatizing effects of exploitation on everyday lives of people.
14. Consider actions of civil resistance, but be prepared for arrest and perhaps long prison       sentences. Non-violence training advised.  This could generate good media coverage.
16,
Keep a “thermometer” or some measuring scale to help initiatives be visible in community.
17,
Use Public Access TV and all other media to publicize initiatives.  Media sources are starved for creative and colorful actions. 

NOTE:  Be sure to review the inspiring Lockheed Martin Report prepared by WILPF’s Los Altos Branch, included in this manual. 

Citizen’s Inspections

Additional Resources for those undertaking Citizen’s inspections of WMD sites in the United States.
1)
Nuclear Resister has links to records of various U.S. and global citizen inspections at

 http://wvrw.servecom/nukeresister/nr112/citizeninspections.html 
2)
Western States Legal Foundation and Tri-Valley Cares Citizen’s inspection of Livermore is described in a press release at http://www.wslfweb.org/docs/citinsppr.htm  and also in a report at www.wslfweb.org/nukes/stratcom.htm 
3,) Citizen Weapons Inspection Teams of Colorado offers a booklet on missile silo inspections that can be downloaded at www.coloradopeace.org/CitizenWeaponlnspectorReports/  .  Also go to their website to order Where are the WMD? T-shirts. 
4)
For Mother Earth collects citizen inspection reports and has a format to aid in preparing the reports at www.motherearth.org/nuke/inspection5.php  A complete handbook is available to download  in four sections plus a great deal of other valuable information and resources.
5)  Indy Media  has a stunning wall map with over a hundred WMD sites in the U.S. that need inspection and monitoring.  View a reduced version at   www.indymedia.org. Order by email from indyposter@indymedia.org or from NYC IMC, 34 E. 29th Street, 2nd Floor, New York, NY 10016.  Find the WMDs near you. Phone (212) 684-8112.
6)
Excerpted from Susi Snyder’s email sent to encourage such inspections sponsored by Abolition 2000 (in which WILPF is an active member) in the U.S. and worldwide on 10/ 25, 2003:

Inspecting an area for weapons of mass destruction has become a sign of the times. Wars are being fought over the right to inspect a suspected territory. Inspections work, and provide hard evidence (as opposed to false intelligence) as to whether or not there are weapons present.

Here in the United States there are hundreds of sites related to the production, testing, and use of weapons of mass destruction. Prohibited under the Non Proliferation Treaty, the Biological Weapons Convention and the Chemical Weapons convention, as well as international norms, these weapons are ecocidal, genocidal, and suicidal.

Citizen’s Inspection Teams are a way to shine a light on these weapons in your backyard. They are a way to bring public attention to the proliferation of weapons of mass destruction in the United States and around the world.
Some resources on Citizen’s Inspections Teams:
http://www.cwit.org/  contains guides on how to organize them, as well as what purpose they serve.

http://www.motherearth.org/nuke/inspection.php  has information on European Citizen’s Inspections Teams.

Good Luck and Peace, Susi Snyder 

Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom Co-Director, United Nations Office 777 UN Plaza, 6th Floor, New York, NY 10017 USA 
RESOURCES FOR CHEMICAL AND BIO-WEAPONS 
MONITORING AND INSPECTION
· 
There are also bio-defense and chemical weapons production and storage sites that need monitoring and “inspection.”
MONITORING AND INSPECTING BIO-DEFENSE AND BIO-SHIELD SITES

The US has rejected the bio-weapons monitoring and inspection protocol, calling such inspections against its national interest.  Now the annual budget for bio- agents research has surpassed the annual cost of the Manhattan Project and SDI (adjusting for inflation). The number of labs approved for bio- agent research has passed 300.  The number of persons approved for work with bio- agents has passed 11,000. 
Unfortunately, since much of the money that once went into public health research is now controlled by the  Department of Defense and Homeland Security’s Project Bio-Shield, applicants across the country are rushing to sign contracts for war related research. 
Many of the labs are in Universities, but research is also outsourced to private-for-profit bio-tech corporations.  Although this is all supposedly for defense purposes, much of it crosses the line and could obviously be used offensively.   Go to www.sunshine-project.org  to download a map and  a list of facilities now hosting Bio-shield and Bio-defense research.  If a University near you is involved in this program, sign up for the Sunshine list serve.  Look for more information under Disarmament (ABOLITION) on www.wilpf.org or contact the  WILPF DISARM ABOLITION project (curner@qwest.net) if you want to help monitor – or inspect – the work of bio-defense labs near you.
MONITORING AND INSPECTING CHEMICAL WEAPONS PROGRAMS
Go to http://www.stimson.org/cbw/?sn=CB20011220125  for a map of chemical weapons storage sites in the USA.  If one is near you contact www.wilpf.org or WILPF DISARM ABOLITION project (curner@qwest.net) for more information on monitoring the destruction process now required under the UN Chemical Weapons Ban Treaty. 
There is also evidence that the U.S. is continuing to develop new “non-lethal” chemical weapons which are arguably also illegal under the treaty.  Check  the Sunshine Project at

www.sunshine-project.org for information on new research and proposed use.
Additional sources on both biological and chemical weapons (including inspection and non-proliferation) are at the 

Center for Non-Proliferation Studies of the Monterey International Institute of Studies http://cns.miis.edu/research/cbw/  .

Center for Arms Control and Non-Proliferation at http://www.armscontrolcenter.org/ .  (The excellent group formerly working with the Federation of American Scientists is now with this organizaton.  This is where you will now find the paper tracking the source of the “anthrax scare” to a U.S. bio-defense lab, and other very useful information.
The following article comes from one group of U.S. Citizen Inspection Teams which has taken on Lockheed-Martin in the Santa Cruz, CA area.  For more info visit  www.scwit.org 
WHY LOCAL ACTIVISTS ARE TURNING THEIR ATTENTION TO 

LOCKHEED MARTIN IN BONNY DOON  

by Santa Cruz Weapons Inspection Team (SCWIT.org) (California)
Email: info (no spam) scwit.org 17 Jul 2004
http://santacruz.indymedia.org/feature/display/10275/index.php
"The world's most powerful corporation, one that literally controls the fate of the earth, is Lockheed Martin." -Helen Caldicott

A newly-formed coalition in Santa Cruz is turning its attention to Lockheed Martin, which has a 4000 acre facility in Bonny Doon. Lockheed Martin (L-M) is the world's largest weapons contractor. It invents and develops high-tech war-fighting weapons, markets them to the Pentagon and to Congress, and sells them around the world on the open market. It pollutes the earth, both in the production of 
weapons and in their use in war. It has been convicted and fined for criminal violations of US law. And yet it has much more say about our government's policies than do ordinary citizens. Lockheed Martin buys access to our government representatives, largely with money it has made from selling weapons to our government, weapons that are both subsidized and paid for with our tax dollars. Profiteering from War.
 
War profiteering on Iraq war,  land mines and “conventional weapons”:and Depleted Uranium:  Just two months after September 11, the Pentagon contracted with Lockheed Martin for 3000 F-35 Joint Strike Fighter Planes, at the cost of 200 billion dollars. This contract has been touted as "the largest defense contract in history." In 2002, L-M received $19 billion in government contracts. During the build-up before the war with Iraq, L-M boasted a 36% jump in profits, with a 15% increase in military aircraft sales alone. L-M is profiting from the war in Iraq, replenishing weapons for the Defense Department. For instance, L-M recently won contracts worth $109 million for kits that make dumb bombs "smart." L-M also produces land mines, which kill indiscriminately. 

L-M is the world's largest arms exporting company. It has sold more than 3000 F-16 combat aircraft around the world. The company also makes the Hellfire missile, "bunker buster" munitions and the massive C-130 transport plane. 


Profiteering on plans for War in Space, “New Nukes,” and Depleted Uranium: This corporation has an integral role in the US Space Command's plans to wage war in space. L-M produces laser weapons, satellite surveillance equipment, and many components of the Missile Defense ("Star Wars") system. Lockheed Martin is involved in creating a whole new generation of nuclear weapons, which will likely stimulate a renewed nuclear arms race. It is working on nuclear "bunker busters," which are being built not for nuclear deterrence, but as an option for actual use in the War on Terror. It produces weapons made with depleted uranium (DU), which contaminates the soil and the entire food chain. DU is linked to the "Persian Gulf Syndrome" which killed thousands of U.S. veterans, and thousands more Iraqis, after the first Gulf war.

Trident II Program:  In spite of the fall of the Soviet Union, Lockheed Martin carries on with the nation's only Intercontinental Ballistic Missile program. It builds Trident II nuclear missiles, for use on Trident II Submarines. Components of Trident missiles are being built in Bonny Doon. 

There is a Trident II facility on Lockheed Martin in Bonny Doon. When Santa Cruz citizens campaigned against the Trident II program in the early 1980s, the government established a naval base on the grounds of Lockheed Martin in Bonny Doon, and moved the Trident II program onto the naval base. The Bonny Doon Trident II program has been shrouded in secrecy that continues to this day.

Why did Santa Cruzans oppose the program? The Trident II (D5) is a 3-stage missile with a range of 4000 miles. Each Trident II missile carries eight independently-targeted 475 kiloton thermonuclear warheads. Each Trident sub carries 24 of these missiles (192 warheads). Eighteen Trident submarines roam the world's oceans, each with the firepower to destroy an entire continent with nuclear weapons.

Past and current anti-nuclear activists in Santa Cruz say, "Not in my backyard. Not in anybody's backyard." The Trident II program threatens all life on earth. It must be shut down. 

Lockheed Martin's Political Influence:   Twenty-eight former L-M executives are members of the Bush administration. Lynne Cheney, the wife of the Vice President, is a former member of L-M's Board. Lockheed-Martin is headquartered in Bethesda, Maryland, but because it has facilities in all 50 states, it has a "big political footprint." L-M curries favor by contributing to political campaigns at every level. It gave more than $2.2 million in political donations in 2002. Though weapons-industry PACs like L-M favor Republicans to Democrats by a 2 to 1 margin in contributions, they give to both in order to ensure access and influence.

Locally, Lockheed Martin is one of the top 11 campaign contributors to Anna Eshoo (D- 14th District). In the 1998 election cycle, Lockheed Martin was one of the top 5 campaign contributors of Diane Feinstein, contributing $14,500. (These funds are from the organization's PAC, its individual members or employees or owners, and those individuals' immediate families.)

Lockheed Martin pays lobbyists to convince the Pentagon that it needs the weapons it has designed, and to persuade members of Congress to approve lucrative weapons contracts that will please voters by bringing jobs to their districts. But L-M does not limit its lobbying efforts to marketing weapons of mass destruction. It also puts its lobbyists to work trying to influence our country's military, foreign, and even domestic policies. Contributing to the War in Iraq L-M played a role in developing support for the war in Iraq. Former Lockheed Martin vice-president Bruce Jackson chairs the Coalition for the Liberation of Iraq, which was formed in 2002 to promote Bush's plan for war in Iraq. L-M produces many of the weapons used in Afghanistan and Iraq. A Criminal Corporation L-M has been convicted of numerous crimes. For instance, in the 1970s, Lockheed Corporation (now L-M) admitted to paying $22 million in bribes to win overseas contracts. In 2001, LM paid a $4.25 million settlement agreement to the US for allegedly using Foreign Military Sales funds illegally in a contract to modify sonar systems used by Egypt. Lockheed Martin is not a good neighbor.


An Environmental Hazard in Bonny Doon?

Many L-M facilities around the country have been contaminated. Since L-M has been testing and developing weapons in Bonny Doon since 1957, it is reasonable to ask what kind of environmental controls are in place. What chemicals are being released into our environment? What materials are being shipped through our county? What emergency response plans are in place in case of an accident 
or a hazardous spill?

So far, our research indicates that such information, plans, and controls are inadequate. Our position is that the public's right to know what hazards they face should supercede L-M's (and the government's) right to secrecy. We request this information from L-M and from our government representatives.
                                                                  #
    #
#


For More Information on Lockheed Martin

Background Info on Lockheed Martin: Direct Action to Stop the War
http://www.actagainstwar.org/article.php?id=165

Arms Trade Resource Center
http://worldpolicy.org/projects/arms/updates/051603.html#I

Counterpunch
http://www.counterpunch.org/terrall10172003.html

The Center for Responsive Politics:
http://www.opensecrets.org/1998os/detail/N00007364.htm

Another group which inspects and monitors Lockheed-Martin is the Brandywine Project in Pennsylvania. For more info, go to Brandywine Peace Community  P.O. Box 81 Swarthmore, PA 19081 610-544-1818 brandywine@juno.com 
PAGE  
127

