Advancing Human Rights Issue Committe Committee

Peace Tables (Coordinated Strategy to Prevent War): The toolkit, revised for the October event in Detroit to be facilitated by Laura, is close to being completed with videos, resource sheets from each committee and campaign.  BBC has asked to work on Peace Table project. Terri read about appreciative inquiry and is incorporating this methodology into the facilitation guide,. Further work will articulate the Peace Table template agenda into different models for different time frames. 
WCUSP: In her role as Peacewriter, Terri has been paired at the Joan Kroc Institute with Samia Bameih of Palestine http://peace.sandiego.edu/programs/WPM/womenpeacemakers2007.html#Bamieh It was suggested that we help Terry connect with the San Diego WILPF branch, which would probably enjoy hosing Samia.. Samia does know members of WILPF Palestine and Israel through her work with Jerusalem link, Samia is especially concerned with Condi Rice’s plans for a November forum—and would like to exploit this event as an opening for dialogue. Phyllis suggested that Partners for Peace might be interested in Samia for their annual speaking tours (three women from Palestine)—maybe plug her

Military Recruitment Shadow Report (CRC): There was a healthy response to the training calls, with representatives of about 10 branches participating all together. Corinne established a yahoo group so that WILPF members working on counter recruitment could stay in touch with each other and share resources. Some additional outreach has also been going on “from the top down” with other organizations, such as AFSC, the National Lawyers Guild, ACLU. We are working under a new deadline of November 15 for submission to the U.N
Rose and the Milwaukee group are working under an October 15th deadline from US HR Network. They have three hearings scheduled; gathering data ahead of time from ACLU and NAACP for brief report by 10/15 and send in an addendum on 10/30. They are working very hard to make it a community issue, lots of community organizing. Intern from Marquette, which is starting a new human rights program, is working on this project for credit, will do major part of writing with assistance from lawyer in coalition. Focus areas will be criminal justice, housing, employment. Rose recommends the ACLU’s preliminary analysis of state dept. report as an introduction into US CERD related issues < http://www.aclu.org/pdfs/humanrights/cerd_analysis.pdf> 
WILPF US signed on to a letter on behalf of the Jena 6 sent under the signatures of about 30 domestic human rights organizations. We have not really done much with that, however: not drafted a statement or issued a press release—two obvious next steps. 

Several committee members attended WAND national conference,  Phyllis, Carol, Tzili   Attendees agreed it was very valuable and made lots of connections for PeaceTables project. They joined lobbying efforts organized by WAND, shared info oand materials, and  planted seeds for future collaborations
