US Social Forum WILPF Resolution
( based on an oral presentation given at the final plenary, July 1, 2007)
Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom (WILPF) was founded in 1915 to achieve disarmament through peaceful means, full rights for women, racial and economic justice, and an end to all forms of violence. 

We enthusiastically support the wonderful grassroots efforts to achieve human rights for all, including social and economic justice, as evidenced in this first U.S. Social Forum. 

However we believe the goals of this forum cannot be achieved while our national leaders remain addicted to war and profiteering from weapons production.  Over half of our tax dollars now go to the military and that leaves scarce resources for health care, housing, education and protection of the environment.

US weapons of terror -- including expansion of US military bases, the weaponization of space, bioweapons labs and warfare robotics -- threaten human life on earth and expose the link between militarism and genocide. 80% of the nuclear cycle (the mining, production, testing and waste storage) takes place on indigenous lands. Communities of color are disproportionately selected for placement of nuclear facilities and bioweapons research labs, and they already suffer the consequences in land loss, cancers, and shortened life spans.
The diversion of resources from human needs to profiteers of the military industrial complex is inextricably linked to the struggle for social justice. The abolition of all weapons of mass destruction has the potential to provide resources to underserved communities because economic conversion from militarism provides opportunities for clean energy, health care, housing, food and education for all. 

WILPF requests the inclusion of the abolition of weapons of mass destruction as a plenary topic at the 2010 US Social Forum so all participants can be included in the creation of a nuclear weapons free future.  We welcomed the heartfelt contributions of all speaking in the Plenary on militarism, but believe an opportunity was lost to present the hard facts on the U.S. search for global domination, and the billions (and potentially trillions) spent on nuclear weapons, space militarization and wars for profit. These programs not only prevent social spending, they threaten the health of our planet and the existence of the human race.

WILPF also requests participants of the US Social Forum to coordinate and organize local actions with the growing international coalitions working for nuclear abolition and the end of US domination and militarism, The WILPF DISARM UPDATE web page at  www.disarm.wilpf.org,   the web site of Global Network Against Weapons and Nuclear Power in Space at www.space4peace  and the new network confronting war profiteering and seeking a peace economy at  www.bitethebullet.us.  can all be accessed for information and actions. These include the upcoming international days of action from August 6th to 9th to commemorate the US nuclear bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, and Keep Space for Peace Week October 4 to 13.  We must all work together to achieve our human rights and our social and economic goals, and to transform our militarized economy into an economy of peace. 

