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There have been four pervasive patriarchal institutions in the history of Western
Civilization. These are the classical empires, the ecclesiastical institutions, the nation
state and the modern corporation. But the WORST of these is the modern corporation.

It holds this distinction because it exerts the functions and powers of all those other
institutions AND more.

Like the classical empires, the giant corporations have become global empire.

Like the ecclesiastical institutions, they preach a faith and pronounce what is of
value.

Like the nation states, they are now our government, and determined to bring us
our future.

In addition, the modern corporation increasingly determines the nature, content and our
personal roles within the economy, the world of work and the educational system. They
steadily shape the nature of our communities, of our very planet, and our relationship
with both.

The biggest of these giant multinationals are larger in income and budget than most
nation-states and growing.

Along with this relentless growth, the world has been experiencing “ever deepening
environmental degradation, widespread unemployment and economic insecurity,
displacement of peoples and cultures, violence against and trafficking in women and
girls, pandemic poverty, an unraveling of the social fabric, and an assault on democratic
institutions and spiritual values.”

This proposal, “Challenging Corporate Power, Asserting the People’s Rights,”
recognizes and responds to the need for a new kind of struggle to wrest power over life,
law and culture from these corporate bodies.

The proposal focuses WILPF’s efforts to do this work in three major realms:
* our preparation and that of others in our communities for a campaign against
locally-felt corporate takings of OUR power,
» the carrying out of that campaign, and
* the merging of that work in a way that allows us to conduct some sort of
national event or action that asserts the people’s rights OVER corporations.

Such campaigns might center around (1) the struggle to prevent a megastore’s

assaultive entry into a local economy; (2) holding public meetings on the question of
why your community SHOULD and how it MIGHT establish democratic control OVER
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the corporations in its midst; (3) exploring the possibilities behind a municipal ordinance
that defines the basis on which corporations can set up shop in that community; or (4)
working on ways to remove encroaching, co-opting corporations from the local public
school system.

The IMPORTANT question is HOW we do this work? ........ RADICALLY.

This proposal acknowledges that we are NOT succeeding in stopping the damage
corporations impose by doing what we’ve been doing — trying to regulate, reform, make
more responsible or better behaving these institutions we created to serve us,
institutions that have become pathologies in the body politic.

The proposal responds to the need for a NEW understanding of history, one that
reveals the corporate usurpations of governing authority occurring in this country over
the last 150 years.

It addresses our need to grasp more deeply the toxic impact of these corporate entities
on our capacities to BE democratic, on the trust, process, skills, even the time we the
people need to DO democracy, to carry out the rights and responsibilities necessary for
our own governance.

This proposal operates out of a framework for learning and language, for strategies and
action that seeks a change in the NATURE of economic institutions to one that puts
them in appropriate relationship to the people, that of subservience.

There are several key truths that anchor this framework. They relate to what

corporations are and what they are not:

* The corporation is NOT a person ...it is a THING, a legal construct. Yet it was
declared a person by a Supreme Court under corporate control in 1886.

» The corporation is NOT private property. Created by the public to serve the public, it
does not become a private entity upon that creation but should remain under public
DEFINING, not regulating, powers.

» The corporation does NOT have rights. It has only privileges which we the people
gave it and we the people can take away. PEOPLE have rights, and it is WE who are
responsible to one another for the performance of our corporate creations.

While this is a large and long task, it is NOT undoable. Rule by corporations is neither
inevitable nor irreversible, but we must, as WILPF so well knows, work to pull out the
ROOTS of this pathological engine driving the corporate-capitalist economy.

WILPF is well placed to help kick such a people’s movement into gear through its
branches at the grassroots.
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