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WILPF FACT SHEET

�¾ Founded in 1915, the Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom (WILPF) is 
the oldest and largest international women’s peace and justice organization in the world.

�¾ Since World War I, WILPF has taken action to oppose the root causes of war, and to 
promote peace, social justice, racial equality and women’s empowerment. 

�¾ WILPF has an international office located in Geneva, Switzerland; a United Nations 
office in New York City; and a national office in Philadelphia. 

�¾ WILPF members have included five Nobel Peace Prize laureates: founders Jane Addams 
and Emily Greene Balch (the only two American women to win the peace prize prior to 
Jody Williams), Linus Pauling, Alva Myrdal, and Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

�¾ There are WILPF sections in more than 40 countries, including Argentina, Bolivia, 
Bulgaria, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Denmark, El Salvador, Finland, France, 
Germany, Israel, Korea, Lebanon, Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, Palestine, 
Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, Poland, French Polynesia, Portugal, Russia, Sierra 
Leone, Sri Lanka, Sweden, Switzerland, United Kingdom, Uruguay, Venezuela, and the 
United States. 

Recent WILPF Projects: 
�¾ Women Challenge US Policy; Building Peace of Justice in the Middle East:
WILPF's Middle East campaign will examine the role of U.S. policy in the dynamics of 
current conflicts. It will educate communities to policy dimensions seldom discussed 
regarding Palestine, Israel, Iraq, Afghanistan and elsewhere. What economic interests 
underlie the power struggles in the region? What U.S. policy changes will end violence and 
promote justice? The campaign will work to bridge gaps, engage diverse groups in 
developing a women's vision for U.S. foreign policy, and join with women in the region to 
claim U.N. Security Council Resolution 1325's promise that women's active participation can 
bring peaceful, democratic resolution to the conflicts.
�¾ Save the Water Campaign:
Water is the earth's most precious resource. Access to safe and affordable water is a human 
right. Local, democratic control of water is essential for food security and peace. Everywhere 
accelerating privatization threatens public control over access to water while scarcity looms 
from overuse and pollution. WILPF's campaign starts with developing water literacy and 
awareness that the protection and use of water is a community issue. WILPF-fostered local 
water research and planning groups empower communities to take responsibility for their 
own water quality and availability. The campaign seeks to be a catalyst for a national 
mobilization to "take back the water" and move this vital resource for all life into the Public 
Trust."
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