[image: image1]Women's Vision:
An Alternative, Feminist U.S. Policy on the Middle East
Vision Worksheet
U.S. Policy in the Middle East is rooted in a particular set of goals, values and visions for the future. In the tradition of promoting policies that move us closer to our mission of world peace and global equality, our goal is to challenge the neo-conservative agenda and to offer the seeds for an alternative U.S. foreign policy on the Middle East. Use this worksheet as a guide to articulate your vision for an alternative, feminist U.S. Policy in the Middle East. 
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Main Point
 An Alternative, Feminist U.S. Policy on the Middle East should be…
Values
WILPFers have been promoting values of peace, justice and equality for decades. Below are some examples of how we express our values. What are the values that fit into your feminist vision of U.S. Policy? 
· Today in a climate of power and militarization women feel disenfranchised. With the urgency of the U.S. to end the war in the Middle East, we women have no choice but to challenge U.S. policy in order to build peace on justice. 
· Since the escalation of violence in the Middle East, WILPF has focused on U.S. policy in relation to the situation on the ground. 
· WILPF found the need to represent a woman’s point of view, particularly from a feminist perspective. 
· Women and children are the primary victims of war and we want to give women a voice. 
· We want the U.S. government to implement policies that build a foundation of justice for everyone on equal standards and to refrain from policies that create wall between people and exacerbate the level of conflict. 
Solution

An alternative, feminist U.S. foreign policy could address all or some of the following:
The relationship between The United States and countries of the Middle East 

-Is it possible for the US to be an honest broker? Is there a better mediator?
International Laws and UN resolutions, in relation to the US,
The conditions for women in the Middle East 
    - United Nations Resolution 1325;
    -Women in decision making
    -Women and U.S. foreign policy
    -Patriarchy and Paternalism in U.S. foreign policy
Economic dignity and livelihood in the Middle East;
    -Globalization
    -International Financial Institutions [WTO, IMF]
    -Social Infrastructure 
    -Ecologically Sustainable Infrastructure
The Wall: A Security Plan or A Barrier to Peace;
Pro's and Con's of the Road Map to Peace
Root causes of violence
The situation of Palestinian Refugees; 
Humanitarian Aid vs. Military Aid;
Nuclear Weapons in the Middle East.
Sharing Land and Water
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