What is the Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom?
· Founded in 1915, the Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom (WILPF) is the oldest and largest international women’s peace and justice organization in the world.
· Since World War I, WILPF has taken action to oppose the root causes of war, and to promote peace, social justice, racial equality and women’s empowerment. 

· WILPF has an international office located in Geneva, Switzerland; a United Nations office in New York City; and a national office in Philadelphia. 

· WILPF members have included five Nobel Peace Prize laureates: founders Jane Addams and Emily Greene Balch (the only two American women to win the peace prize prior to Jody Williams), Linus Pauling, Alva Myrdal, and Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
· There are WILPF sections in more than 40 countries! 
· Anyone can join WILPF by becoming a member. By joining WILPF you can also become connected to local organizing. We will help you contact a local branch of WILPF working at the community level in your area. www.wilpf.org
Why an alternative vision for U.S. Foreign Policy in the Middle East?
· Today in a climate of power and militarization women feel disenfranchised. With the urgency of the U.S. to end the war in the Middle East, we women have no choice but to challenge U.S. policy in order to build peace on justice. 
· Since the escalation of violence in the Middle East, WILPF has focused on U.S. policy in relation to the situation on the ground. 
· WILPF found the need to represent a woman’s point of view, particularly from a feminist perspective. 
· Women and children are the primary victims of war and we want to give women a voice. 
· We want the U.S. government to implement policies that build a foundation of justice for everyone on equal standards and to refrain from policies that create wall between people and exacerbate the level of conflict. 
How can I help?
1. If you are yearning for an organization working on both international and domestic issues, with the capability to provide the tools you need for reflection and joint action, then we invite you to join us. With our International Office in Geneva, and our United Nations office in New York City, we are a global network of grassroots activist members that works to create peace and justice from the community level to the international level.
2. Membership means you can be as active as you want to be. You can be active in your local branch. Or, if there is no branch in your community, we will help you get one started. You can be a part of any of our National Campaign Committees where the program and direction of WILPF's work is created. You can become involved in all of WILPF's delegations to the United Nations, to Washington, D.C., and participate in many activities such as regional gatherings, national & international conferences. The first step to getting involved is to JOIN!
3. Tax-deductible gifts can be made through WILPF's fiscal sponsor, the Jane Addams Peace Association. Please specify that your gift is intended for "WILPF-U.S."
