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At a gathering of WILPF Board and staff members.

Important: Vote Today
WILPF Ballots and Campaign Proposals, page 31
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WILPF member Emma Fuentes (Chile/Sweden) and Carolina Amador
Perez of Cuba at the International Congressin Sweden.
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The Women’s International League for Peace and
Freedom (WILPF) has been working since 1915
to unite women worldwide who oppose oppres-
sion and exploitation. WILPF stands for equality
of all people in a world free of racism, sexism
and homophobia; the building of a constructive
peace through world disarmament; and the
changing of government priorities to meet human
needs.

National Program: WILPF envisions a world free
of violence, poverty, pollution, and

domination — a genuine new world order

of peace and justice. WILPF’s program stands firm
for disarmament and against oppression. The
2002-2005 program cycle has four key campaign
areas: Challenge Corporate Power Assert the
People’s Rights; Disarmament; Uniting for Racial
Justice: Truth, Reparations, Restoration and
Reconciliation (UFORJE); and Women and Cuba.
Each campaign area focuses on local and nation-
al effectiveness in creating lasting social change.

WILPF has sections in 37 countries coordinated
by an international office in Geneva. U.S. WILPF
carries out its work through grassroots organizing
by WILPF branches, coordinated by a national
office in Philadelphia. WILPF supports the work
of the United Nations and has NGO (Non-
Governmental Organization) status.
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U.S. Section WILPF: 1213 Race Street,
Philadelphia, PA 19107; phone: (215) 563-7110;
fax (215) 563-5527; e-mail: wilpf@wilpf.org; web-
site: www.wilpf.org

Legislative Office: 110 Maryland Ave., NE, Ste.
112, Washington, D.C., 20002; phone: (202) 546-
6727; fax: (202) 544-9613; e-mail:
vferguson@wilpf.org

President: Sandy Silver

Executive Director: Mary Day Kent

Legislative Program Consultant:
Vicki Lynn Ferguson
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Jane Addams Peace Association (JAPA): 777 United
Nations Plaza, New York, NY 10017; phone: (212)
682-8830. JAPA is WILPF’s educational fund.

President: Ann Chalmers Pendell
Executive Director: Linda Belle

International WILPF: 1 rue de Varembé, 1211
Geneva 20, Switzerland; phone: 41-22-919-7080;
fax: 41-22-919-7081; e-mail: info@iprolink.ch

President: Regina Birchem
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Creating a Culture of

-----------------------------------------

This amazing planet with its beautiful landscapes, wildly
varied life forms and diverse people and culturesisin
the midst of some very hard times. As determined and
idealistic activists, honoring WILPF's 90th anniversary,
we are all asking ourselves — what actions can we take
in the face of today's problems?

In an effort to answer this question, WILPF women
from around the world gathered at the 28th International
WILPF Congress in Sweden this summer. Information
on the developments in our respective countries was
shared and resolutions passed. In a spirit of optimism, a
proposal to hold an International Women's Peace
Conference in Cuba in 2006 was unanimously accepted.
We are also looking forward to our 90th Anniversary
WILPF Congress, which will be held in San Francisco
August 10-14, 2005.

In the meantime, we have the opportunity to unify
our national work by choosing two campaigns to focus

Important!

Please see the WILPF
Campaign ballot

on page 31.
Your Vote Counts!

on in 2005-2008. It will be a challenge. Our greatest
strength as an organization has always been our dedica-
tion to finding connections and interrel ationships
between the critical issues of the day. Consequently, our
activism is widely varied, with individuals and branches
finding many different ways to apply the sweeping lan-
guage of WILPF's mission statement.

You may wonder how it is possible to select just two
campaigns when so many issues demand our attention.
The answer is clear, although not easy. By choosing only
two campaigns, we do not abandon the rest of our work.
Rather, we pick two particular areas in which we feel we
can make an impact and which will further national
WILPF coherence for the next three years. This issue of
Peace & Freedom outlines the campaign proposals for
the year 2005-2008. We look forward to hearing from all

current members of WILPF
as to which campaigns you
wish to focus on. (Please
see the ballot on page 31.)

This issue of Peace &
Freedom also has alist of
job descriptions for nation-
al Board positions. To serve
on the Board and to work
with our fine staff isan
honor and a privilege. It
also involves a great deal of
hard work with no financial W |
gain. If you enjoy doing b |
collaborative work with 'ﬂ.!i\ﬁ |II
women of diverse back- L
grounds, cultures, talents and geography, | urge you to
apply for a position on the Board. Expect there to be dis-
agreements and conflicts interspersed with intellectual
challenges, new ideas and time spent with some of the
most remarkable women you'll ever meet.

At the end of Congress, our former Co-President
Darien De Lu assumed a new position as a member on
WILPF's International Executive Committee. It has been
an incredibly wonderful working experience for both of
us. Darien and | strongly encourage those of you in
branches to experiment with various forms of group
leadership as many branches are beginning to do. The
unexpected effects of sharing leadership responsibilities
are pretty amazing. Darien and | have experienced an
increase in our own personal enthusiasm and energy lev-
els, which in turn has led to stimulating othersto join
WILPF. With more members, we have more people to
share the workload — as well as the joys of being in
WILPF. <

NEW INTERNATIONAL OFFICERS SWORN IN

Y
Rl

Left to right: Mans Van Zandbergen (Netherlands) Treasurer,
Marta Benavides (El Salvador) Vice-President, Samira Khoury
(Lebanon), Vice-President, Regina Birchem (United States)
President, Dulcy de Silva (Sri Lanka) Vice-President, Annelise
Ebbe (Denmark) Vice-President. Foreground: Aliyah Strauss
(Israel).
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Dear Sisters,

The spring issue of Peace & Freedom has surfaced on
my desk. In the generally excellent article on Jane
Addams | was distressed that her ardent espousal of
socialism was ignored.

Thisisthe fate generally of Helen Keller — but her
recent biographer is so much a product of McCarthyism
he speaks of her socialist convictions with disdain.

— Kate Oser, Clinton, NY
Dear Staff,
| enjoyed the “WILPF History Issue” very much!
Especialy the photos of Mary Day, Kay Camp and
Mildred Scott Olmsted and other peace ladies from
Philadelphia. What an influence you al had on me, and
how | miss a*“critical mass’ of peace folks.

However, we are doing a few things up herein the

4 Reader’s

Houlton is under the care of the South Aroostook
Ministerial Association (which | attend to represent the
few local Quakers) and Harry and | take care of the little
flower garden around it. For over two years we have had
asilent peace vigil every week at the Peace Pole, even
when it's 30 degrees below zero.

— Marilyn Roper, Houlton, ME

Dear Friends,
| have so enjoyed reading your spring 2004 issue of
Peace & Freedom.
Thank you for decades of dedicated work and devo-
tion to the cause of peace with justice on earth.
Best wishes.
— Laurie Hasbrook, Voices in the Wi lderness,

far northeast corner of the USA. Our Peace Pole in

Chicago, IL

Send letters to Peace & Freedom, Editor, 1213 Race St., Philadelphia, PA 19107-1691 or e-mail:
peacefreedom@wilpf.org. We reserve the right to choose and edit letters.

Hush The Dead, Hush

It is not acceptable
to read the names of the
dead

out _
loud in America.

Not unless they are the
long
dead

in rows with white crosses
or missing,
in pieces

or faded

in pictures

or smiling from
the canoe of an old,
guaint plane.

If they knew aword
like tyranny
or fascism

if they smoked
unfiltered cigarettes
and their girlfriends
had small, pinched
waists

it's acceptable.

Or sometimes, later

for soldiers whose tongues
hit the roof of their mouths
when they said the word draft

and their girlfriends said Canada
or their fathers said honor.

Then we can say

their names

and perhaps even etch them

in stone

and run our fingers Braille-like, over
them

and cup old medals and touch
curved scars.

But it is not OK,

and perhaps subversive,
to read the names

out

loud

of our recent dead.

Men who left babies

and cars bought on credit.
Their girlfriends clutching cell
phones.

We print their names
discreetly

in cursive,

initalics,

somewhere off the front page.

On television we

miscalcul ate their

numbers

and ban the viewing of coffins

open or closed,
it makes no difference

they must not penetrate our
minds.

It's crowded in here.

— Theta Pavis

Theta Pavisis a journalist and poet.
She has been editor of Peace &
Freedom since 1998.
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Voting for WILPF’s Future

Dear WILPF members,
We d liketo give you a brief introduction to the ballot you'll
find in this issue of Peace & Freedom inviting you to help
select WILPF s nationd program for 2005-2008.

For decades, members atending WILPF's National
Congress every three years could voice their views and vote
on what urgent concerns WILPF should concentrate on in
future program work. Whether choosing themes or cam-
paigns, the alocation of resourcesto support what we would
all do together was determined by members who could get
to Congress.

a women's anti-war organization be brought to bear effec-
tively? How will it strengthen WILPF to become increas-
ingly powerful in determining the future course of our coun-
try? Campaign proposals were required to include specific
elementsin order to address these questions. Check each for
the following:
* Does the campaign connect the major themes of WILPF's
work: peace; racial, social and economic justice; and radica
democracy?

» What potentialy achiev-

Now every WILPF

able goa does the cam-
paign envision accom-

member can vote — and
we hope you will!
Thisspring, inrevisiting
how WILPF determines
future program direction,
the National Board listened
to members and branches
about what has worked
well and what has not since
the decison was made to
organize country-wide, al-
member program work
around our campaigns.
There was immediate
agreement around the idea
that everyone should be
able to vote when it came
to choosing campaigns.
Joining national cam-
paigns is designed to
engage branches and mem-
bers across the country to
do some of their WILPF
work together, to enable us
to have national impact and
to grow WILPF. Having
two campaigns, rather than
three or four, will concen-
trate our work. Branches,

Campaign Opportunities on the Ballot
Check out the bottom box on the ballot and check off
how you’re going to participate. Say whether or not your
campaign preferences are selected. The proposing groups
will continue working together as issue committees if
their proposals aren’t selected. So sigh up to work with
other WILPF members for change in your greatest area of
concern.

Please note: The Challenge Corporate Power; Assert the
People's Rights campaign did not submit a 2005-2008
proposal. They will pursue their work as an issue com-
mittee.

Key Dates

* January 31, 2005 Ballots due in national office on or
before this date, accepted via regular or express mail only
(no e-mail or fax).

* February, 2005 Ballots tallied. Founding leadership of
selected campaigns and other proposing groups notified.
e March 8, 2005 WILPF National Campaigns for 2005-
2008 announced on International WWomen's Day at press
conferences across country.

» August 10-14, 2005 Campaigns launched with fanfare
at WILPF 29th Triennial National Congressin San
Francisco. Workshops and materials for members to get
involved.

plishing in three years?
What intermediate, mea
surable steps will be
accomplished each year?
* How will the campaign:
reach/use existing WIL PF
membership; bring in new
members and reach out to
economicdly and cultur-
aly diverse women;
involve WILPF's legida
tive office in Washington,
D.C. and; connect to
WILPF International’s
goas and initiatives?

* Who is in the founding
leadership group? How
will additiond interested
WILPF members be
incorporated into the lead-
ership structure?

Three of the proposalsfor
2005-2008 were submit-
ted by existing cam-
paigns. What has been
your experience with
these campaigns? If in a

aready doing so much local work, can connect and join in
effectively. Staff can focustheir support and do moreto pro-
vide effective resources.

The most urgent WILPF work in the coming three years
will now be determined by a vote of our full membership.
Please give careful thought to the summaries of campaign
proposals on the following pages. Then use the ballot on the
inside back page to choose WILPF's program priorities for
2005-2008. Besureto mail your ballot to the national office
before January 31, 2005!

In evaluating the proposals we ask you to think about
one overarching question: “Why is it important for WILPF
to undertake this campaign at this time?’ Subsidiary ques-
tions could be: Will WILPF's unique role as an internation-

branch, has your branch participated in these current cam-
paigns? If it has nat, ask why, and consider which of the cur-
rent proposals will best support your branch interests and
ability to grow.

U.S. Nationd WILPF is committed to continuing the
work initiated by our sisters 89 years ago. Their struggle for
aworld without wars and exploitation is our legacy to fulfill.
We must challenge ourselves and the governing powers in
this struggle. Join usin our work. Another world is possible.

Sincerdly,
Marge Van Cleef, Program Committee Chair
Gillian Gilhoal, Program Coordinator

Peace & Freedom
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PROPOSAL: BUILDING THE BELOVED COMMUNITY
CAMPAIGN

Submitted by: WILPF’s current Uniting For Racial
Justice: Truth, Reparations, Restoration and
Reconciliation (UFORJE) Campaign.

This campaign connects all three major themes of
WILPF'swork — racial, social and economic justice;
radical democracy and peace.

Racism'’s basis is economic exploitation. This global
system is created and maintained by corporate power;
military, police and civilian violence; criminalization and
imprisonment of impoverished people. Racist propagan-
daisinternalized into the spirits of human beings and
ensures that all people unintentionally help maintain the
systems that oppress us through obedience, ignorance,
silence, etc. No one living created any form of oppres-
sion. Racism hurts all people, separates different cultures
(especially white people from all others). Racism is built
into the foundation of U.S. wealth, the war economy and
capitalism through genocide, lies and racist wars, theft of
land, slavery, the slave trade, colonialism, and the dehu-
manization of people who are not Christian, West
European and white. It separates people from their
ancestors' cultures.

Racism is the key and central issue that needs to be
addressed in the world. It oppresses the majority of the
world's people, is used in the promotion of wars, in the
killing of Black and Brown people in the U.S. through
the poverty draft, production and distribution of “illegal”
drugs and growth and maintenance of white jobs in the
prison industrial complex, as well as the separation and
destruction of impoverished families and communities.

Racial justice means that all human beings would
have enough food, water, housing, clothing, work, spiri-
tual, creative and cultural activities, education, and self-
government. Self-government would include making
decisions about our lives including the political, eco-
nomic and military systems and activities.

Corporations would be small, local entities with lim-
ited life spans that do not harm life and the environment,
and are subject to the people of the state where they are
incorporated. Corporations that break the law would die,
i.e., lose their incorporation.

Racial justice requires the complete transformation
of U.S. systems, ingtitutions, the U.S. Constitution, laws
and relations with life and the universe. The global racia
justice movement shifts from afocus on individual racial

Beloved Community

prejudice to systemic racism and from anti-racism to
(individual and community) healing and racia justice. It
requires healing from internalized oppressions and rec-
onciliation work within and between our communities.

UFORJE's racia justice program provides educa-
tional information about the history and nature of sys-
temic racism, connections between oppressions, internal-
ized oppressions, and the connections between WILPF's
three themes. It deals with the struggles for racial justice
and includes information about poverty and people who
suffer from racism. It encourages WILPF members,
branches, interested organizations and individuals to
work in coalition with people concerned about racial,
economic, social and justice issues, radical (economic
and political) democracy and peace.

Years One Through Three

UFORJE will provide educational materials about the
nature of human beings and the diverse peoples of the
U.S., including: American Indians, Africans, Asian-
Pacific Islanders, Arabs, Jews, al religions, languages,
cultural and ethnic communities, racism and other
oppressions. We will also provide educational materials
about: the 2001 World Conference Against Racism; the
Reparations Movement; workshops on systemic racism;
racial, social, economic, gender, sexual justice and
peace; WILPF's 2005 Conference. We will aso solicit
information from WILPF members, advocate for legisla-
tion to support justice, economic, political democracy
and peace; recruit volunteers; organize support groups to
help heal from internalized racism and allies to UFOR-
JE; examine WILPF's internal racism (national to branch
level).

Our action plan includes: education, coalition build-
ing, legislation, community organizing and use of tax
money for human needs. UFORJE will provide informa-
tion about the UFORJE campaign through WILPF's
website, mailings to members, articles in Peace &
Freedom and the International Peace Update.

Founding L eader ship: The founding leadership team
includes: Evelyn Spears, African American (East
Lansing, MI); Gwen Braxton, African American
(Brooklyn, NY); Barbara Laval, African American (LA,
Cdlifornia); Lettie Polite, African American (Asheville,
NC); Sha an Mouliert, African American, (Troy, VT).
We will seek additional members from WILPF and other
interested people.
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Building Peace in the Middle East

................................................................

ProPOSAL: WOMEN CHALLENGE U.S. Policy
BUILDING PEACE ON JUSTICE IN THE MIDDLE EAST

Submitted by: WILPF’s current Middle East Issue
Committee

Our campaign makes important interconnection with other
WILPF campaigns.

Peace - We will pinpoint the role of U.S. policy in prolong-
ing conflict in this area, expose weapons sales and nuclear
proliferation in the region and develop the concept of dua
occupation: Palestine and Irag.

Social and economic justice - We will discuss current
threats to racial/ethnic groups and the socia and economic
costs of occupations.

Corporations - We will conduct research on multinational
corporate involvement.

Goals

* Develop membership expertise on U.S. policy on the
Middle East, and specifically Israel and Palestine.
e Coordinate and strengthen branch actions, recruit new
members.

* Advocate for |sragl-Palestine issues to be included on the
agenda of U.Speace and judtice organizations, develop
resources which will help bridge gaps and build sensitive
reactions to differing opinions.

» Focus on U.S. foreign policy, pressing to reactivate the
peace process.

» Educate members about nuclear weapons devel opment and
globalization of the region.

» Examine and expose the role of the Aerospace industry, the
Chrigtian right and Zionist |obby.

» Emphasize Security Council Resolution 1325 on Women,
Peace and Security; the U.N. Decade of Building a Peace
Culture; adherence to the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty
(article 6) and other relevant international laws and U.N. res-
olutions.

Year One/Research and Education

1. The Leadership Team will diaogue with branches and
members-at-large to determine what they are aready doing
and what they need; and will regularly distribute research
packets based on branches' expressed needs.

2. Branches will be assisted in holding study/research or cul-
turd events, inviting women from diverse backgrounds.
Godl is 50 percent of branches participating.

3. Branches identify a Middle East Liaison. Goal:
50 percent of branches.

4. Leadership Team identifies four regiona coordinators
(West Coadt, North, South, and East Coast). Members-at-

large may serve asliaisons.

5. Start WIL PF Speakers Bureau. Research will identify spe-
cific focus for actions. Pilot project will develop.

Year Two/Evaluate, Refine, and Introduce Legidative
Actions

1) Organize Legidative Seminar in D.C. Lobbying follows
the seminar.

2) Branches participate in “Wednesdays in Washington,” a
program of the U.S. Campaign to End The Occupation.

3) Congressiona action alerts sent to branch liaisons month-
ly. Branches develop media skills and share results of their
work.

4) Actions and involvement with the U.N.

5) Work with International WILPF. Invite other WILPF sec-
tions to join us in coordinated actions such as standing in
front of U.S. Consulates or American bases.

Year Three

1) Develop women'svision for U.S. palicy. Develop planin
conjunction with women from the Middle East region.

2) Host aNational Conference.

3) Continue previous actions.

Relation to International Programs of WIL PF

We will coordinate with the Internationa Middle East
Committee.

1) Disarmament: Examine weapons sales to the Middle East
and nuclear weapons development. We will indicate dterna-
tives. Strengthen Middle East peace actions.

2) Water and environment: We will study the relationship
between the military and the environment, especidly the
issue of water, its scarcity in the region and itsrole in wars.

3) Globd jugtice: As*“A Women's Budget” we will develop
material available to branches on developing economic per-
Spectives.

Follow up: We will send “report cards’ for branches to fill
out. We will ask branchesfor their advice and give them sup-
port.

Founding Leadership: Pat Hollingsworth and Yvonne
Simmons (Portland, OR); Katharina Harlow, a school
teacher who spesaks, reads and writes Arabic (Monterey,
CA); Tura Campanella Cook, who has done thesis research
on U.S. aamssdesto the Middle East (Austin, TX); Marlene
Santoyo, retired teacher (Philadelphia); Barbara Taft,
retired teacher (Arizona); Libby Frank, retired Jewish
school teacher/administrator and past WILPF National
Middle East Committee Chair (Philadelphia); Odile
Hugonot Haber, registered ER nurse, present Chair of the
U.S. WILPF Middle East Committee (Ann Arbor-
Ypsilanti, Michigan).

Peace & Freedom
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PrROPOSAL: CAMPAIGN FOR A SANE NATIONAL
BUDGET CONSISTENT WITH RATIFIED U.N. TREATIES

Submitted by: WILPF's current DISARM Campaign

This campaign interconnects all major themes of
WILPF'swork. All issue committees, campaigns and
branches can contribute information for the development
of a SANE National Budget. Tools developed by DIS-
ARM for legidlative lobbying and citizen enforcement of
international treaties can be utilized by members work-
ing on any other WILPF issues.

DISARM’S long-term goal continues to be a world with-
out war in which the U.N. Charter and international
treaties on disarmament are observed, enforced and
gradually strengthened.

Specific Goals for which DISARM would work in the
three-year, short-term include:

 Developing and promoting a SANE National Budget.

* Providing legidative lobby training for WILPF members.
* Bringing the U.S. military budget into compliance with
international treaties aready ratified by the U.S., including
the Bio-Wespons Tresaty, the Peaceful Uses of Space
Treaty, the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty and the Land
Mines and Smdl Arms tregties.

» Promoting ratification of additional important treaties,
including the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty, the
International Criminal Court and Bio-Weapons inspection.
* Educating WILPF members and communities on ratified
U.N. treaties as U.S. law under our Constitution, and on
ways WILPF can work for enforcement.

Action Plan
DISARM’s Action Plan and year-by-year outline of spe-
cific steps needed to make progress on achieving our

goals are given in detail in the four-page plan sent to

branches. Only a brief digest is possible here. DISARM
will continue to build on foundations already laid (EYE
on Congress, Mil-Corp Manual,

DISARM

resources for developing alternative budget proposals
and framing “model” legidation. Develop a data base on
senators and representatives with WILPF constituents.
Use EY E on Congress to encourage visits to local dele-
gations regarding legislation on nuclear weapons, space
militarization, bio-defense and other military budget
items — always offering SANE budget alternatives.
DISARM alternatives can include items like SMART
Security and a Department of Peace.

* Consistent with International Treaties. Use materials
developed by WILPF member Ann Fagan Ginger to edu-
cate ourselves and our communities on the role of U.N.
treaties and on citizen actions that can aid enforcement.
The potential for this approach is enormous. DISARM
will introduce these ideas, materials and tools for usein
relation to the U.S. military budget in Congress, but
members can adapt them for use with any WILPF issue.
A few examples for DISARM include fact sheets and
shadow reports to the U.N., city council resolutions,
legal suits and citizens inspections.

» Trainings and workshops on branch, regional and
national levels to develop both legidative lobbying skills
and tools for enforcing U.N. treaties.

In answer to questions about building WILPF branches
and organizational capacity, the DISARM team hopes
our program can be used to raise funds for an expanded
Legidative Office, for a permanent Web Mistress and for
visitation to existing and potentially new branches. All
are essential to our own program development, but will
also benefit all of WILPF. DISARM intends to work
closely with WILPF Geneva and U.N. offices and hopes
to have a campaign member dealing with disarmament
issues on each of the three international working groups.

Founding L eader ship: Ellen Barfield, DISARM co-
chair, (Batimore); Carol Urner, DISARM co-chair
(Portland, OR and Los Angeles); Yoshiko Ikuta, Board
Representative (Cleveland); Pat Birnie (Tucson); Va
Mullen (Vermont); Yvonne Logan (St Louis, MO);
MacGregor Eddy (Monterey

Listening training, etc.) but with
these new emphases:

* A SANE Nationa Budget: Study
and promote Black and Progressive
aternative Congressional Budgets.
Identify needed military budget
cuts and collect WILPF suggestions
for alternative allocations. Provide

A CLICK AWAY

The full text of each proposal is available
at www.wilpf.org. Copies of the full pro-
posals were mailed to branches in the
October quarterly packet. Activities and
resources developed by the three current
campaigns which submitted proposals for
2005-2008 are also on the website.

County, CA). We' ve asked Ann
Fagan Ginger of the Meiklgjohn
Civil Liberties Institute (San
Francisco) to be a consultant.
Three others are already joining
our team as members or consul-
tants, and we welcome more.
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Submitted by: WILPF's Berkeley/East Bay Branch

Save the Water not only interconnects al three of the
WILPF's mgjor themes but, because water is a critical
issue with every community in the country, it has the
potential of being an exciting outreach opportunity for
WILPF. The ideafor this campaign grew out of the
forum on water at the recent International Congress and
isin keeping with WILPF's international goals and ini-
tiatives.

Peace: U.S. foreign policy wages wars for oil. But U.S.
residents are actually more dependent upon (and use
more) water than oil. As the scarcity continues and pri-
vatization of water increases, U.S. foreign policy will
include waging wars for water. Therefore, taking com-
munity control of our water isin the interest of peace.
By addressing the water issues, we also challenge the
weapons industry —a major polluter of water.

Racial, social and economic justice: The availability
and distribution of water is becoming divided according
to class and race in the U.S. Buying up the water from a
community and selling it back to them at higher pricesis
often an example of environmental racism. The bottled
water industry exploits the water resources of many
communitiesin the U.S. and abroad, and markets it at
great profit.

Radical democracy: This campaign is the embodiment
of radical grassroots democracy. Given that every per-
son, family and community needs and has aright to
water and that the sources and availability of water dif-
fer from community to community, the protection and
use of water is a community issue. We will campaign
branch by branch and community by community.

Our long-term goal is to become catalysts and stew-
ards of anational “take back the water” movement
through the education and mabilization of our communi-
ties to take responsibility for the quality, availability and
cost of their own water.

Year One: Set up branch Water Research and Planning
Committees to research the condition of water in each
community regarding ownership, cost, pollution, condi-
tion of infrastructure, conservation and availability now
and in the future; including the impact of trade agree-
ments on the ability of local communities to maintain
democratic control of their own water. The committee

will record and collate all information gathered about
water resources and conditions, and develop media
release formats and educational pamphlets and fliers for
distribution later. Local experts from public agencies and
environmental watchdog groups will give short presenta-
tions at branch meetings. The branch, with help from
regional leaders, will develop a fundraising campaign to
pay for projected costs.

Year Two: The committee and each community will
define their own most urgent problems and strategies for
addressing them. Community education campaigns (in
collaboration with other public and nonprofit organiza-
tions) might include: forums, debates, events, speaking
engagements for branch members in public school class-
rooms, retirement, community and civic centers. We will
also foster communications and meetings with local,
state and nationally elected representatives.

Year Three: Mobilize community response. Coordinate
with other community service organizations and envi-
ronmental groups to develop direct actions that chal-
lenge corporate ownership and polluters, and pursue pro-
gressive water management and legislative action.

Action Plan: Membership: Send out an announcement
(including a questionnaire) about the campaign to all
active and inactive members, inviting them to participate
in the Water Research and Planning Committee. The
purpose of the questionnaire is to gather community
input, find expertsin the field and do outreach.

The announcement should be also sent to biology,
environmental studies and women’s studies departments
(emphasizing that water is awomen’s issue), PTAS, day
care centers, etc. Most communities are inhabited by
people of various economic classes and various ethnici-
ties. All people are affected by the condition and avail-
ability of water. Therefore, it should be possible to pull
in new, multicultural women from the loca communities
by merit of the issue itself.

All the start-up and subsequent printed materials
and notices to all branches will be channeled through the
national office.

Founding L eader ship: Jacqueline P. Fields (Cape Cod,
MA); Yoshiko Ikuta and Linda Park (Cleveland, Ohio);
Nancy Price (Sacramento, CA) and Laura Santina
(Berkeley/East Bay, CA). The team is a combination of
newer and long-time members of WILPF and has the
expertise, dedication and passion necessary for the
campaign.
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Submitted by: WILPF’s current Women and Cuba
Campaign

Since 1992, U.S.-Cuba policy has grown from a single
issue for WILPF to a national campaign. In the context
of the post-9/11 world and a U.S. policy of pre-emptive
invasion of countries deemed “threatening,” this cam-
paign needs to continue. The U.S. has declared the
intent of bringing about a“regime change” in Cuba and
is actively engaged in implementing that policy.

The WILPF Cuba Campaign is more comprehensive
than a single issue. It interconnects the themes of
WILPF's national and international work. It is a popular
way for local members and branches to “think globally,
act locally” as evidenced by the WILPF-driven, U.S.-
Cuba sister cities program, legidative advocacy, media
activism, petitions, demonstrations, cultural events, con-
ferences, study groups, bilateral exchanges and the many
WILPF members serving in leadership groups, such as
the National Network on Cuba, U.S. Women & Cuba
Collaboration and the U.S. Cuba Sister City Association.

The Cuba Campaign offers immediate ways to
address WILPF's major themes: peace; racial, social, and
economic justice; and radical democracy. Cubaisthe
only country in this hemisphere that the U.S. has on its
list of “nations that support terrorism.” The Bush
administration has executed a dramatic change in U.S.
policy through stealth and placed U.S.-Cuba relations
into crisis without alarming the public. While our eyes
have been focused on the invasion of Afghanistan and
Irag, the Bush administration is financing subversives to
create social destabilization, provocatively flying U.S.
military planes over Cuba's air space, and has imposed a
lockdown on travel, information, humanitarianism, and
even family support.

Dr. Wayne Smith, former head of U.S. Interests
Section in Havana, says the current Cuba policy “is
clearly a precursor for U.S. occupation.” Thisis not sole-
ly about Cuba. The U.S. policy of pre-emptive invasion,
if executed in Cuba as in Afghanistan and Irag, could be
disastrous for peace in Latin America.

We have much to learn from Cuba about racial,
social, and economic justice. Cuba has eliminated insti-
tutional racism. Cubaidentifiesitself as“Afro-
Caribbean” and claims its national identity from those
brought by slavery rather than from its colonial
European heritage. Cubais a society based on equity,

with free education and universal health care — includ-
ing full reproductive rights. Cuba offers a model of an
empowered citizenry setting social priorities.

The majority of U.S. residents want a different Cuba
policy. Cubais the only country in the world to which
U.S. citizens are forbidden by law to travel. Congress
has repeatedly voted to amend U.S. policy. However, our
fundamental rights have been held hostage by non-
democratic extremists within the Bush administration.

Major Goals

Our goal in the next three years is to change the direc-
tion of U.S. policy — both the policy of pre-emptive war
and the current policy toward Cuba. This would end the
economic embargo and open the possibilities of more
effective solidarity with our sisters to the south. We can
achieve this goal if John Kerry has been elected in
November 2004. Our long-term goal, intermediate goals,
and action plans will be completely different depending
on which administration is in office when the WILPF
campaigns are selected.

If we are working with a Kerry administration, our
approach will be to ensure the U.S. repudiates
pre-emptive war and deconstructs the Cuba embargo
through administrative and legidlative action. We will
resume sponsoring delegations to and from Cuba, and
we will work to apply the lessons of the Cuban
Revolution to create a more just and equitable society in
the U.S.

If we are dealing with a Bush administration, we
will be participating in litigation, legislative advocacy,
demonstrations and other avenues to avert what we
believe could be a military confrontation.

In either scenario, we will be very involved in
International WILPF's “Women's Conference in Cuba’
slated for 2006. We will be centrally involved in the
planning and fundraising for this huge undertaking and
its implementation.

Founding L eader ship: Cindy Domingo (Seattle, WA);
Mary Bricker (Philadelphia, PA); Peggy Edwards (Santa
Barbara, CA); Tammy James (Wichita, KS); Victoria
Kill (Seattle, WA); Lisa Valanti (Pittsburgh, PA). Most
are active members of branches; al are long-time mem-
bers of WILPF and leaders of organizations in the Cuba
solidarity movement. Two are Asian American and three
are under 30. The leadership team will be expanded with
acall to recruit interested members, especially women of
color and young women.
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Water, Women and War

ater was the biggest buzz at the 2004
WWomen’s International League of Peace and

Freedom Congress in the little town of
Kungélv, Sweden. Who has it? Who needs it? Who does
it belong to? Isit clean enough to drink? Are we running
out of it? Will it be the next excuse for war? During the
week-long conference, which included official reports
from twelve countries, over 300 sisters from 31 coun-
tries discussed the condition, distribution and availability
of water in their own countries.

There was no question that water is awomen's
issue. Classically, women are responsible for, and in
some countries actually fetch and carry, the water used
in households because they do the washing, cleaning,
cooking and the bathing of children. The more members
learned about the scarcity and misuse of today’s water,
the higher the steam did rise. Indeed, over the course of
the Congress, the picture of world’s water took on a
grim and dangerous face.

A dramatic shift came with the 1991 U.N. decision
— muscled by international corporations and the World
Trade Organization — to define water as a human need
instead of a human right, meaning it could be bought
and sold for profit by private companies. Every WILPF
delegate | spoke with disagreed with the U.N. position.
Water, they agreed, was the earth’s most precious
resource and a human right, meaning that all people
must have equal accessto it on a not-for-profit basis.
Late in 2002 the U.N. revised its position and said water
was “ahuman right,” however the corporations have
already moved into the water market and aren’t about to
let go just because the U.N. has changed its decision.

In spite of the eternal floods and droughts, water was
taken for granted by most of world’s people until the
exploding 21st century demands of population growth,
pollution, industrialization, militarization and privatiza-
tion created the current critical scarcity. The Congress
learned from WILPF women in devel oping nations that
the high-yield genetically engineered seeds, devel oped
by the U.S. and forced upon their farmers, had actually
created an irrigation catastrophe. Indigenous, drought-
resistant crops were replaced with crops that required
more water. Rivers began to dry up before reaching the
ocean. The previous sustainable irrigation methods were
replaced with deep wells and large dams were built to
compensate for the lack of water, at arate of two a day
for the last 50 years.

“Sixty-three hundred people in the world die every
day from lack of water,” announced Regina Birchem, the

newly-elected presi-
dent of International
WILPF.

Bolivian delegate
Katty Patifio said
that “Only three out
of five people in my
country have access
to safe drinking
water. The lack of
clean water is one of
the major causes of
our infant mortality
and disease.” She
held up ajar con-
taining water from her home. It was half filled with dirt.

Several presenters confirmed that pollution by
industry, herbicides and insecticides is creating serious
illnesses such as cancer and birth defects in many coun-
tries. “Our rivers, lakes, the surface water and the under-
ground water are 94 percent contaminated,” said Leticia
Paul de Flores from El Salvador. “There is a completely
uncontrolled construction. Industry pollutes our rivers.”

There is a high instance of mortality because the
contaminated waters are especially dangerous in areas
where people have reduced immune systems due to
HIV/AIDS. Reports from several countries indicated a
critical shortage of safe water in the cities and the rural
areas, particularly in the countryside. Liss Schanke
reported that cholera, typhoid fever and diarrhea are
prevalent in Tanzania, a condition echoed by several
other speakers, again due to lack of safe water.

Though there was no official presenter on water
from the U.S., the problems there were addressed in con-
tinued discussions. In addition to overuse of water, one
devastating problem is radioactive waste from years of
plutonium production used to build nuclear weapons
which is now invading U.S. rivers and streams. Overuse
of water was also seen as a problem in Australia, where
the average citizen consumes more water than anyone
else in the world.

“Just as we fought wars over oil, so will we fight
wars over water,” was the threatening mantra hanging
over the Congress. Dr. Shusma Pankule of India did con-
firm, “We have disputes with Pakistan on one side and
with China on the other over water.” Israel has “stolen
the Palestinian water” and is selling it back to them at
prices they cannot afford,” reported Aliyah Strauss of

Continued on page 27 >
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The Gertrude Baer Seminar:

An Intimate Forum for Peace

WILPF Congress and participated in the Gertrude
Baer seminar.

| am quite an inexperienced WIL PFer. Following my
mother's example, | joined my local branch about a year
ago and have attended meetings and assisted with the
most recent project — public discussion sessions on cor-
porate issues. The Congress seemed an exciting opportu-
nity to learn about WILPF at the larger level, meet mem-
bers from around the world and expand my knowledge
of the issues and possible solutions. After deciding to go
to Sweden, | enrolled in the Gertrude Baer seminar
which is designed to give young women a chance to
meet, form networks, discuss their experience as young
members of
WILPF, and
potentially com-
muni cate some-
thing to the rest
of the organiza-
tion.

In the end,
meeting the other
young women in
the seminar was
the best part of
the experience
for me. We came
from a dozen dif-
ferent countries
and created a
wonderful chemistry in a short time. The seminar pro-
vided the kind of intimate forum for discussion lacking
in the larger Congress activities, and its flexible format
and goals provided for more spontaneous exchange than
the committees. The first two days we were presented
with some useful information about WILPF. The second
half was mainly left to us to structure, and besides hold-
ing interesting discussions among ourselves we decided
to create a presentation for the rest of the Congress. Our
presentation focused on issues of multilingualism in the
organization, funding, communication, Security Council
Resolution 1325, and making new members feel wel-
come. As a group, we made commitments and sugges-
tions on these topics. | was greatly pleased by how our
presentation went. After the stress of putting it together

This summer | attended my first International

The author, left, with Nirmala Sitaula of
Nepal at the Congress in Sweden.

in such a short time, it was gratifying not only to see it
happen, but to fed that we established a dialogue with
the rest of the organization through alively Q& A ses-
sion.

While | had some good encounters with people at
other Congress events, on the whole | was disappointed
to find that there was little time for persona exchange,
and that organizational problems rather than broader
issues or solutions tended to push to the fore.

An organizational difficulty common to many sec-
tions seemed to be weak recruitment/retention. | would
address this issue by encouraging sections to consider
new (and young) members not as “the future” but as “the
present,” and to accept them as full partners. It is al too
common for WILPF sections to consist of atight core
group, which while eager for newcomers finds it difficult
to actually make adjustments for them once they join.
Several women in the seminar expressed frustration with
this. | believe even a simple shift in emphasis from
“How do we hold onto them?’ to “What can we do with
our new dynamic?’ may make retention aless thorny
problem.

WILPF appears to be in a phase of questioning its
identity. | encourage al members to consider how femi-
nist, how hierarchical or cellular, and how political an
organi zation they want thisto be. My impression of
WILPF isthat it's an organization with a strong reputa-
tion and political slant, but it has weak communication
and coordination internationally, and a rather weak hier-
archical structure.

It would also behoove us to strengthen our environ-
mental consciousness as an organization. Future con-
gress meetings and |EC gatherings are opportunities for
us to experiment with more sustainable practices. Plastic
cups could be replaced with ceramics, conventional cof-
fee with fairly traded coffee. If were too difficult/expen-
sive as a policy, members could be encouraged to bring
their own, or to make voluntary contributions towards
partia replacement.

Finally, cross-fertilization isimportant. We all need
to recommit to keeping touch with our fellow members,
regionaly, nationally and internationally.

Emma Young is a member of the Bloomington,
Indiana WILPF branch and recently began her
freshman year at Indiana University.
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Notes from a Peace
Veteran

international organization — one that is amost 90
years old. This summer | attended the 28th
Triennial Congress of the Women's International League

for Peace and Freedom near Gotenberg, Sweden, and
experienced atotal immersion in the glories and frustra-
tions of global feminism.

| joined WILPF 15 years ago. My grandmother was
one of the many founding mothers of the organization,
which started during World War 1.

Attending the congress was a wonderful opportunity
to get to know my sisters, and hear from feminists
around the world how the “War Against Terror” is affect-
ing them and their communities.

We debated and accepted a comprehensive Program
and Plan of Action for the next three years —" Economic
and Social Justice, Respect for the Environment and
Building a Culture of Peace” — and elected a new date
of officers: a president, four vice-presidents (geographi-
cally apportioned) and a treasurer. We said thank you,
but not goodbye, to our outgoing President, Krishna
Ahooja-Patel.

| asked several of our new officers to tell me what
set them on the path of social activism. Why were they
committed to leading this idealistic band of women
against the scourges of war, racism and poverty?

In her acceptance speech, President Regina Birchem
explained her reasons for joining WILPF. She was work-
ing as a post-doctoral assistant at Washington University
in St. Louis, and one night “was attacked on the street,
by someone with a knife at my throat. After that | started
having nightmares.” A professor at the university sug-
gested that joining a women's group that fought against
violence might help her, and he said the best one he
knew of was WILPF. So she did. The nightmares
stopped some time thereafter.

Vice-president Annelise Ebbe listed fear as a goad to
activism. A 49-year-old translator from Denmark, she
said, “When | was a child every house got a leaflet enti-
tled “What if War Comes?’ | got so afraid. Later | start-
ed working in the campaign against nuclear weapons.”
Handing out leaflets door to door, she realized that when
awoman opened the door she often said “I'll call my
husband.” She realized that women might agree with her
but that they were afraid to say so in front of their hus-
bands. “This was the first time | made the connection

There’s something cool about being a member of an

Left to right: U.S. WILPF Board member Robin Lloyd, former
International President Ahooja-Patel and U.S. WILPF member
Ellie Bluestein at Congress.

between women’s equality and peace work.” She joined
WILPF prior to the Fourth World Conference on Women
in Beijing.

For some, peace or justice activism seems genetic.
Dulcy de Silva, a 71-year-old vice president from Sri
Lanka became a spokeswoman for justice in her high
school. On August 12, 1953, she remembers, the price
for ameasure of rice was raised from 25 to 75 cents
across the country. She was 19 and recently married, but
she led the protest of women. They sat on the road stop-
ping traffic. “We sang, and cooked. The following day
the government dissolved.” With her four children now
grown, sheis actively involved in the peace movement
in her country.

Vice-president Samira Khoury, from Lebanon, had
the saddest story. “At eight years old | became aware of
my mother's pain,” she said. She came from a middle
class Palestinian family living in Jerusalem. It wasn't the
departure from their home in April of 1948 that she
remembers, after all, they were expecting to be gone for
only afew days; it was her mother’s sadness in the days
that followed. They were refugees in Jordan but well off
enough not to have to live in a camp. “Some landowners
who invited my mother to visit said to her ‘May God
spare you as arefugee,’ asif it were a stigma or some-
thing. My mother would come home crying.” She
paused, and shifted gears from the personal to the paliti-
cal. “Is there aworse doom than being a refugee? This
pain, this suffering, | want to spare my people.” Samira
is aprofessor at the American University in Beirut. Her
goal isto assemble a book titled In Time of War, Women
Wage Peace.

Out of 250 women attending the congress this sum-
mer, 60 were from the U.S. Coming from the richest
country in the world, more of us could afford to attend
than could members from other countries. As feminists,

Continued on next page »
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A Newcomer's View

........................

to Philadelphia. In October of 2001, | began working

for the U.S. Section. Attending the Congressin
Sweden this past August was not only my first opportu-
nity to experience International WILPF, but also my first
trip out of the U.S. As arelatively new member of
WILPF, as well as being arelatively new staff member
of the U.S. Section, and given that at 30 yearsold | am
still a*“youth” within WILPF, it was very interesting to
experience WILPF at this unique international gathering.

| was deeply heartened to see the diversity of
WILPF and to be surrounded by women who were not
all white, older or relatively well off. While WILPF's
history is that of an organization founded in 1915 by
women who were, in comparison, privileged in the soci-
ety of their times and primarily from the West, thisis not
what WILPF looks like almost 90 years later. From hav-
ing breakfast with members in our Lebanese section,
having lunch with our delegates from Sierra Leone and
sharing dinner with members from both Japan and
French Polynesia, | realized that my experiences of the
U.S. Section have only given me afraction of aview of
what the Women's International League for Peace and
Freedom represents.

Asa*“youth” | was aso honored to participate in
some of the Gertrude Baer Seminar, where | got to expe-
rience the dynamic force that is the young women of
WILPF. Thiswas one of my most deeply valued experi-
ences, sitting in the seminar and listening to the stories
of the work that WILPF is doing for peace amongst
women my own age and younger.

As a staff person for the U.S. Section, my roleis that
of development director, which means fund-raising. In
my time in Sweden, therefore, | spent a great deal of my

I first became aware of WILPF in 2000 when | moved

evenings in the Standing Finance Committee meetings,
and as much as | was heartened by the social aspects of
the Congress, it was disheartening to realize not only
how few resources the U.S. Section has, but aso that we
are “rich” compared to many of our other Sections.
WILPF has never been an organization with alot of
money, but this situation continues to be a challenge.

And yet | saw exhibitions of so much wealth at
Congress! The number of people attending from the U.S.
was higher than from any other section; many were sent
by their branches or came by their own means. It was
difficult to explain to our international sisters that we as
a section do not have many resources when there were
so many attendees from our section.

How do you explain to representatives from the
world that your section does not have enough resources
to stop or at least slow the force of global destruction
that is U.S. palicy, and yet your individual members and
branches seem so wealthy?

How do you explain the U.S. Section has no endow-
ment or reserves and has to struggle week-to-week to
meet its basic responsibilities, like paying our interna-
tional assessment, when you are surrounded by people
whose branches are endowed, have reserves and have
paid for branch members to come to Sweden?

As | continue to work for WILPF, my goals are to
see us behave in amore unified fashion and work
together to build the U.S. Section and the entire organi-
zation. If the building of WILPF became a priority of
every member, think what we could achieve! Being in
the Gertrude Baer seminar, realizing the deep commit-
ment and loyalty these “young” women felt to the vision
of WILPF, | felt my commitment to build this organiza-
tion strengthened. <

» A VETERAN from previous page

it's painful to see that inequality exists within our orga-
nization. Many beat the drums to raise money for schol-
arships for women from developing sections. It was
thrilling to meet women from Nepal, Bolivia, Indiaand
Japan who are actively involved in the struggles against
militarism in their countries.

Robin Lloyd is a member of the WILPF National
Board. She can be reached at: robinlloyd@greenval
leymedia.org.

This article originally appeared in Viermont \Woman.

In spite of the rain and winds, Baltimore
WILPF branch members, right to left, Linda
Brown, Susan De Francesco and Edith Ballard
set up a booth for the Baltimore City Book
Fair in September.
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Personal Reflections on Six Years of WILPF Adventures

...............................................................

y first hour in Sweden at WILPF's Congress
IVI this summer was spent standing on a veran-

dah at the folk high school, overlooking the
impressive ruins of a defunct and decaying fortress.

The view made me realize that wars do end, and
where once three enemies fought there was now peace.
| found myself thinking, “ Someday, would there be
such aview at Vandenberg?’

Suddenly, the peace was rudely broken by the
sight and sound of three hot air balloons being
launched in front of us. One by one they blasted into
sight and rose over the dead castle. My six years as the
U.S. Section Representative to WILPF's International
Executive Committee (IEC) have been an equally
lofty, though not so noisy, adventure.

Diplomacy and tact are always needed when one
is the delegate from the “richest” and “biggest” section.
Our influence is encouraged, yet sometimes resented.
Our land is not loved among peacemakers anywhere,
and sometimes even our WILPF sisters forget that we
women struggle as they do to change our country’s
palitics.

| would like to think that my contributions to the
IEC and Leadership Development Committee outweigh
my failures. | do believe that some of my efforts have
contributed to the positive note that Congress ended on
— with its new officer date, programs on women and
water, plans for a Cuba Conference and the ever-widen-
ing pool of wise and committed volunteers.

Those who helped with fundraising to send our sis-
ters to the Congress should note that three Latin
American women who took important roles at the meet-
ing were there because of your donations. The whole
organization benefited, and hopefully this will lead to the
proper, permanent arrangements we need to keep us as
truly international as we wish to be.

Women from Iran spoke at Congress and met with members of the
Israel WILPF Section.

Photo: Ellie Bluestein

We cannot work for justice and peace effectively if
we neglect our finances in Philadel phia or Geneva.
Creative fundraising has to be a routine part of our polit-
ical lives. WILPF is here between the wars and between
elections, and | want it to continue to be so.

Despite our enormous challenges, | rejoice in the
large number of peace and justice workers who volun-
teer their energies and experiences to making WILPF
more vigorous and effective worldwide. Many do their
work in the most difficult of circumstances.

The opportunity to meet and work with such a beau-
tiful collection of brave, wise women has enriched my
life immeasurably. | thank my U.S. WILPF sisters for
allowing me this gift.

Joyce Mclean recently finished her term as U.S. sec
tion member on WILPF’s IEC. She can be reached at:
jmclean@jps.net.

WILPF GATHERS IN SWEDEN

More than 300 women from 31 countries gathered in
Sweden this past summer for the 28th International
Congress. WILPF's 90th anniversary will be celebrated
in 2005 at the WILPF U.S. Congress in San Francisco,
August 10-14.

Left to right: Board member Tammy James, Carolina Amador
Perez of Cuba, Board member Cindy Domingo and Executive
Director Mary Day Kent in Sweden.
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Setting the Stage for WILPF’s Plan of Actlon

[ Scene: Table at an antiwar rally; two women in purple
T-shirts — one wearing a hat, the other holding her
small daughter. A curious young woman approaches the
table]

Young woman: Hi! What's WILPF?

Wbmen at table: Women’s International League for
Peace and Freedom.

Young woman: What do you do?

Women at table: Work for peace.

Young woman: How?

Woman with hat: (Pause. Deep breath.) We stop wars
(well, try to), get rid of weapons, clean up the mess after
war and making weapons; defend human rights; work
against racism and oppression; work for women’s rights
and protection in war and in peace, in refugee camps, in
court, on the streets and on the job; want to eliminate
poverty; work for fair trade, fair wages, fair courts;
spend a lot of time at the United Nations, want to
democratize the Security Council, want to get a few
more women diplomats; we sing at demonstrations and
organize protests against the World Bank, the IMF, and
the WTO; don’t want corporations controlling our lives,
organize meetings with women all over the world; stand
with Indigenous Peoples to protect their rights and land;
want to clean up test sites in French Polynesia, Nevada,
Vieques — and we don’t want any weapons in space
either.

Woman with baby daughter: And we want good water
everyone can afford and clean toilets, food and air that
doesn’t make you ill and a safe place for children, trees
and animals to live.

Young woman: Cool!

ILPF's greatest challenge as an organization
Wand one of its most appealing characteristicsis

that it makes the connections on what consti-
tutes a peaceful world that is fair for everyone. To con-
ceptualize a plan of how we do that requires multi-
dimensional thinking. Freedom, peace, justice and fair-
ness constitute essentials of a dynamic, organic, ecologi-
cally balanced, global vision of the meaning of human
security.

As Cynthia Peters wrote in “Taking Back To
Chomsky” (in answer to the question “What shall we
do?’ Z-Net, April 27, 2004): “Without a vision you can-
not have a strategy, and without a strategy, you won't
really get anywhere.”

We work on the vision while we develop the strate-

gy. What kind of world do we want? What models do
the many cultures offer? What kind of trade? What kind
of development? What relationship to other living things,
the waters, air, soils of the Earth is required?

WILPF’S International Program

and Plan of Action 2004-2007

Our organization is diverse not only in its goals and
objectives but also in membership. Our program should
make sense to everyone in this politically diverse, cultur-
ally rich, financially strained association of women from
the North and from the South, from colonized and from
colonizing countries, from war-torn countries and from
countries that make war.

Our Program is entitled “ Economic and Social
Justice, Respect for the Environment — the Foundation
of Peace.” We propose a framework for Building a
Culture of Peace that encompasses three main areas.
|. Peace and Security — Disarmament and
Demilitarization
I. Environmental Sustainability
I11. Globa Economic and Social Justice

This Program and Plan of Action for International
WILPF will help us coordinate our work in our sections
around the world, indicate how we can work together,
strengthen your work at home by making international
connections, assist our committees and involve the many
persons in WILPF with special expertise and interests,
help us find the human and financial resources we need,
and work closely with our staff.

How can you contribute your suggestions and spec-
tacular ideas for program, action and resources? You can
write a One Page Proposal: state the objective or goal,
rationale or why it should be done, how, by whom, how
much it might cost and source of funds. (Until we have a
permanent full time director in the Geneva office, you
can send this to me at: Regina.Birchem@uwilpf.ch.)

Evaluation and Assessment

of our Plan of Action

A New York Times section on food had a story recently
in which a woman was describing how she made her
amazing pot roast. She starts by cutting off the ends of
the roast. When asked why she did that, she said it is
how her mother did it. When the mother was asked why
she cut off the ends of the roast, she said it was how her
mother did it. When the grandmother was asked, she

Continued on page 23  »
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Is Water an Issue Between Israel and Palestine?

Editor’'s Note: This interview was conducted at the
WILPF Congressin Sweden. U.S. WILPF member Laura
Santina interviewed Aliyah Strauss, head of WILPF's
Israel Section, who was also a presenter at the Congress
Forum on Weter.

Santina; Aliyah, what are the primary sources of water
for the West Bank?

Strauss: There isamountain aquifer to the east, the ridge
that runs down from Lebanon toward Sinai in the south.
Theridgeis awatershed and the rain that falls on the ridge
runs east and west and fills the mountain aguifer. Most of
it isunder the West Bank.

Santina: |sthe water under the West Bank distributed
equitably?

Strauss: No. Since 1967 Isradl has been using that water
for its own uses even though most of it isin Palestine. The
mountain aquifer is the one that concerns me and many
other lsraglis because it runs aong the mountains and
through the occupied territory. The magjority of the rains
fall on the mountains in the occupied territory — the West
Bank. The water belongs to the Paestinians.

However, 80 percent of the Occupied West Bank and
Gaza Strip renewable water resources are used by Isradl.
In Hebron alone, 30 liters are allocated per Paestinian and
300 liters per Isradli settler. Three million Paestinians are
alowed to use 250 million cubic meters per year, but six
million Israglis enjoy 2.0 billion cubic meters.

Large concentrations of Isragli settlements are right on
top of artesian wells. Many, many of the settlers are reli-
gious U.S. immigrants.

Santina: We heard from Awwad Nariman [of WILPF's
Palestine section] that many Palestinian people have water
only three days aweek. She said that every summer
Palegtinians suffer the severe consequences due to lack of
access to water, such as outbreaks of diseases.

Strauss:  Israel has taken control of Palestinian water, is
siphoning it away and then selling some back to them at
10 times the rates they sell it to the Isradlis, rates they can-
not afford. Many Paegtinians, especialy those in refugee
camps, don’'t even have pipes for water. What pipes they
do have are old and leaking. Isragl has done nothing to
improve the water system in 37 years of

occupation.

Strauss: Very much so. If you compare Sharon’s maps of
awall drawn up long ago —before the first Intifada—
when he was an Army General and Minister of Housing,
you will see exactly the same wall. It winds through
Palestinian villages separating them from their land and
water. Sharon’s government says thiswall is about securi-
ty, but many people believe that it is really about taking
control of the land and water resources.

Santina: How strong is the Isragli peace movement
today?

Strauss: Before the 2002 Intifada began we had broad
support, but we lost many people, “the disappointed L eft,”
we call them. We need more support from people in the
United States. It is not the Palestinian people who are
against peace. If they had aray of hope of living normal
lives, the extremist movement would reduce and be natu-
rally contained.

Santina: Do you fedl safein Isragl? Do you worry about
the safety of your family?

Strauss: | moved to Israel when | was 22 years old, just
married. | don’t think about being safe or unsafe. My five
grandchildren in Jerusalem don’t go on buses alone. Their
parents drive them.

Santina: How do you envision the future?

Strauss: A few years ago, | would say, “It will get worse
beforeit gets better.” | don’t dare say that now. France and
Germany are neighbors, Canada and the United States are
cousins, the Scandinavian countries are sisters and | sragl
and Palestine are Siamese twins: either both live or both
die. There’s no way to get around that.

Edith Ballantyne in New York at WILPF’s 89th anniversary cele-
bration this spring at the U.N.

Photo: Theta Pavis
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Corporate Personhood on
the Silver Screen

ave you seen The Corporation yet? This
H Canadian-made documentary is sweeping North
America and beyond. Kirsten Lambertsen, a
member of the leadership team for the Challenge

Corporate Power; Assert the Peopl€’'s Rights campaign,

successfully negotiated with the U.S. distributors of the

film to allow WILPF to coordinate al the tabling in the
country. As aresult, WILPFers throughout the United

States have had an unprecedented opportunity to do out-

reach in their communities:

» tabling in more than three dozen cities (as of Labor
Day) with the number growing every week

» gathering thousands of signatures in support of the
Declaration to Abolish Corporate Personhood

» handing out thousands of WILPF's brochure, “Why Do
Corporations Have More Rights Than People?’

* inspiring people to start study groups using WILPF's
Challenge Corporate Power; Assert the People’'s
Right discussion materials

 working closely with Global Exchange, the Alliance
for Democracy, ReclaimDemocracy.org, Democracy

Unlimited of Humboldt County, and Amnesty

International.

The Corporation educates people about the many
problems of abusive corporate power — destruction of the
environment, alienation of society, muzzling journalism,
stifling democracy, amoral pursuit of wealth at all costs
—to name but afew. The film describes the legal exis-
tence of corporate personhood, asking “what kind of per-
son isit?’ and answering: a psychopath. People inter-
viewed include not only Noam Chomsky, Michael
Moore, and WILPF's own Mary Zepernick, but also cor-
porate operatives whose unapologetic explanation of
their own behavior is astonishing in its expose of the
corporate agenda. Audiences emerge from the theater
enraged, shocked, and ready to take action!

The Corporation is waking up hundreds of thou-
sands of people to the issues WILPF has been working
on for years. If you haven't seen it yet, don’t missit!
WE ve set up awebsite, www.cor por ateper sonhood.or g,
that links to the WILPF website and lists cities where
this documentary is showing. The DVD is due out in the
spring of 2005, including supplementary material that
WILPF has been invited to help furnish.

Molly Morgan is a member of the Challenge
Corporate Power; Assert the People’s Rights
Campaign. Reach her at: morganm@sdsc.edu.

UFORJE at Congress

Despite ongoing global systemic racism — and the
many movements pushing for racia justice — racism
and racial justice were not originally on the agenda at

this summer’s International WILPF Congress in Sweden.

Joyce McLean and Annelise Ebbe helped put racial
justice on the Congress agenda. The Uniting for Racial
Justice: Truth, Reparations, Restoration and
Reconciliation Campaign (UFORJE) presented a work-
shop on “Building the Beloved Community: From
Systemic Racism to Racia Justice.”

Some 14 people participated in our workshop, nine
from the United States, four from Europe and one from
Canada. | was one of two Black women attending the
workshop; there were no other people of color present. |
distributed copies of UFORJE's systemic racism article,
the racialized class chart and the reparations brochure.
People who did not participate in our workshop stated
afterwards that they’ d heard excellent reports about it.

We recommended that WILPF International make
racial justice work a permanent part of WILPF work
from the international to the branch level. WILPF

International Congress
accepted our proposal to
become an Issue
Committee in order to
address racism within
WILPF and within the
world. This committee is
responsible for:

» finding out what work
the sections have done
about systemic racism,
unaware racism and/or racial justice since the found-
ing of each group

e reviewing all racism and racia justice documents pre-
viously produced by WILPF and making them avail-
able to al branches and sections, and

e implementing activities to make racial justice a priority
in all WILPF programs.

We will communicate with branches and sections to
determine whether there are materials that have been
developed by WILPF International or sections that may
be helpful. The Committee is open for additional mem-
bers.

Gwen Braxton is a member WILPF’s Board and a
member of the UFORJE Campaign. She can be
reached at visionstoreality@juno.com.
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Women: World Peacemakers for the 21st Century

presidential election may mean the difference

between a U.S. military invasion and the lifting
of some of the 44-year-old U.S. blockade. Following the
leadership of the U.S. Cuban American exile community,
President George Bush has further antagonized relations
between the two countries, implementing policies that
have increased economic and political hardship for the
Cuban people.

In April 2004, the Bush administration released its
latest economic and political policies towards Cuba with
the 500-page “ Commission for Assistance to a Free
Cuba.” Under these policies, $36 million will be fun-
neled to various sectors in Cuba including labor, women
and youth for the explicit purposes of organizing dissent
within Cuban society. Already, the Bush administration
has curtailed ailmost al legal travel by U.S. citizensas a
means of halting the flow of tourist dollars to Cuba. And
in an effort to isolate Cuba globally, the United States
has orchestrated resolutions within the United Nations
bodies hoping to obtain condemnation of Cuba's human
rights record.

Ironically, despite the administration’s zeal to please
a handful of Cuban exile leaders, the Cuban American
community has become the most vocal critic of these
policies because of the disproportionate impact on their
families. In the past, the Cuban American community
had been lulled into complacency as their interests
seemed to be served by the Bush administration, but the
current U.S. policies limit money and goods that fami-
lies can send to their relatives in Cuba. They also restrict
travel to Cubato once every three years, with absolutely
no exceptions.

Cubaremains on the U.S. list of terrorist nations. If
the Bush administration is re-elected, it will be up to us
to stop the “War on Terrorism” from extending into
Cuba. The current international crisis, particularly in
relationship to the worldwide “War on Terrorism,”
demands that women assert their roles as peacekeepers
to develop just and peaceful international relations
amongst the people of the world

With this in mind, a proposal to hold an international
women's peace conference in Cuba in 2006 was adopted
at the WILPF Congress in Sweden. The conference will
take place in Havana, Cuba in order to highlight the 44-
year-old war of terrorism that the U.S. has waged
against the Cuban people. The conference will highlight

T he Cuban people redlize that the outcome of our

the advances of Cuban women in their struggle for

equality and show how the Cuban people are showing

that another world is possible through their advancesin

healthcare, education and technology. It will provide a

forum in which women from around the world will be

able to learn from each other, share their experiences
and work to develop strategies for change. The objec-
tives of the conference are:

* Education: To increase awareness of the disproportion-
al impact of war on women; to become more
informed about the positive history of women cross-
ing borders to make peace and refusing to be separat-
ed by national barriers; to highlight and continue
WILPF srolein bringing diverse women together.

» Networking: To provide an opportunity for women
from around the world to share stories and make con-
nections across movements and borders that will
strengthen the worldwide women’s movement.

* Leadership Development: To increase the prominence
of women in policymaking as mandated in U.N.
Resolution 1325, by sharing strategies and tactics
used around the world, with a particular focus on
women in the Americas.

» Policy Change: To change policies that perpetuate divi-
sion and injustice by mobilizing women from many
nations.

» Media/Public Information: To achieve a solid action
plan to work toward amplifying women's voicesin
al media and public information.

With U.S. intervention occurring globally as we
have seen in Afghanistan, Iraq and Haiti and the increas-
ing desire by the Bush administration to provoke vio-
lence in Cuba, thisis not about any one country. Thisis
the modern face of imperialism. Only massive pressure
from internal U.S. forces can reverse this policy of pre-
emptive war. WILPF must continue its work in alliance
with other progressive forces to reverse this disastrous
trend, and re-establish international conflict resolution
through restoration of diplomatic engagement and
through the United Nations. Working together we must
defend the sovereignty and self-determination of Cuba
and other nations.

Cindy Domingo and Tammy James are both mem

bers of the WILPF Board and members of the Cuba

Campaign. They can be reached at:

yoson66@yahoo.com and tsjames@att.net.
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DISARM: Dismantle the War Economy Campaign

for Peace video have gone to all branches. This

introduction to U.S. “global domination through
military control of the space program,” seen through the
eyes of 22-year-old filmmaker Daniel Reilley, should
prove excellent for classroom use, organizational show-
ings, coffee houses and public access TV. It was pro-
duced by MacGregor Eddy (a WILPF member and
Global Network anti-Star Wars activist) and may be
freely reproduced. Copies (DVD and video) aswell as a
discussion guide and other resources, are available from
the national office for $10.

DISARM is aso providing every branch with a
complimentary copy of the newly revised Mil-Corp
ConneXion Manual. The team has begun presenting it to
branches — as well as at a variety of international gath-
erings — and will visit any branch ready to explore the
possibility of using it in their own communities. This
study/research/action manual provides myriad tools for
researching any aspect of the military-industrial com-
plex. Useit to confront and challenge a military corpora-
tion in your own community. Notify the national office if

Compl imentary copies of WILPF's new A Space

you are ready to receive your copy, or would like an
introductory workshop.

Our October DISARM Update features the multi-bil-
lion dollar bio-defense program launched by the United
States after it torpedoed the Bio-weapons Treaty
Inspection Protocol. Some $6 billion is channeled
through Homeland Security to bring deadly pathogens
into university laboratories for bio-tech research, includ-
ing development of new disease strains and vaccines.
While some projects could be considered legitimately
defensive, others appear more appropriate for offensive
use. Another $6 billion is earmarked for secret Pentagon
projects. If you have not seen the October DISARM
Update, download it from www.wilpf.org (Click
Disarmament and then Alerts in the side bar) or request a
copy from the WILPF office. Also, please contact
vmullen@together.net if you or your branch wants to get
EYE on Congress DISARM legislative action alerts.
Carol Reilley Urner is a member of the U.S. WILPF
board and a member of the DISARM Campaign. She
can be reached at curner@qwest.net.

U.S. WILPF AT THE UNITED NATIONS

As of October, the U.S. Section changed the volunteer team
of representatives at the U.N. Gloria Bletter and Gloria
Korecki have completed their terms after several years serv-
ing as U.S. Section representatives. Gloria Bletter continues
towork at the U.N. on behaf of internationa law and indige-
nous rights issues, and Gloria Korecki continues to be
involved in the NY Metro WILPF branch. WILPF deeply

WILPF United States Section
Financial Report FY 2003

1 Gifts from Individuals $354,690
2 Bequests & Memorials $61,795
3 Foundation Grants $105,025

4 Other $3,371

EXPENSES 2003 - $491,648

2
.1 1 Program & Membership $206,088
‘"‘. 2 Intern Program $22,216
- ** 3 International Support $21,354

4 Development $46,530
5 Generd Management $195,460

appreciates the work done by
these volunteers over the past
four years.

Our new team includes
Anita Pulier, Jll Strauss, and
Jean Verthein, al WILPF mem-
bers from New York City. They
will work closely with Susi
Snyder, the International
WILPF director of the U.N. office.

Lawyer Anita Pulier, who recently retired from private
practice, participated in the WILPF delegation at the Non-
Proliferation Treaty review PrepCom meetingsin May 2004.

Jill Strauss, peace educator and activist who studied with
Betty Reardon (a WILPF sponsor) at Teachers College of
Columbia University, worked with the Jane Addams Peace
Association to develop a peace education curriculum for the
2003 JAPA Children’s Book Award books.

Jean Verthein is a socid worker and supervisor of socid
work student placements at Long Idand University and
Columbia University. She has served at the U.N. on behalf of
the Internationa Federation of Social Workers, with apartic-
ular focus on the Convention on the Elimination of
Discrimination Against WWomen and environmental concerns.
Jean's travels for human rights and peace have included
Vietnam, Nicaragua, Iran, and Northern Ireland.

Contact them at wilpf@wilpf.org.

—Mary Day Kent, Executive Director

Left to right: Jill Strauss,
Anita Pulier, Susi Snyder,
Jean Verhein. photo: Mary Day Kent
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WILPF

With the results of the elections to guide us, WILPF is
launching a series of advocacy steps this November to let
members of the incoming Congress know that WILPF
voters count. We will remind them that we expect
accountability in their districts and states. No matter what
the results of the elections, the 109th Congress and the
administration inaugurated in 2005 will need to hear from
us more than ever. We will put our new Mission and
Vision statements at the forefront of our visibility and edu-
cation efforts with congressional members, their key staff
and federal agencies.

During the past year, WILPF in Washington expanded
the Legidative Advocacy Newsletter to three issues ayear.
Hard copies are sent to all branches in the resource pack-
ets the National Office mails quarterly. They're publicized
over WILPF's listserves and available to all members by
downloading from www.wilpf.org or phoning the office.
We thank you all for your great feedback and appreciation
for this new advocacy tool.

WILPF in Washington is eager to build on this begin-
ning with a year-long, monthly advocacy calendar.

During November and December we will be making sure
that our campaigns and issues are familiar to the
Congressional committee leadership in both the House
and Senate. These are the most senior decision makersin
both parties; they have the power to move or stop any leg-
idlation within their committee’s control. Once the new
administration comes in, we will need to do the same with
key contacts in the new cabinet.

In January 2005, as the newly elected “Freshman”
class of Representatives and Senators open their district
and state offices and report to Washington, D.C. to be
sworn in; we want them met and welcomed by WILPF
members.

ACTION: WILPF's New Member Welcome Kits will be
assembled and ready for delivery by our branches and
members across the country. Educating the new politicians
on our campaigns and issues early on in their tenureis an
essentia step in building a working relationship with each
office. Finding out how they think (and could vote) on

these issues will be even more important for our strategic
planning. Contact your branch or watch the website for
how to get your kit. (In addition, new tools on the WILPF
in Washington section of WILPF s website will help
branch and at-large members, whether experienced or just
starting to build relationships with their law-makers, to
plan effective visitsin their home district offices.)

In February the President must submit his budget
request for fiscal year 2006 to Congress, and each mem-
ber of Congress develops priorities for the 13 appropria-
tions committees. Thisisacrucia time for WILPF to
influence the way congressional members think about
spending priorities.

ACTION: “Make Peace a Redlity” Post Cards - Every
Month in 2005

Some months we will have statements from the WILPF
U.S. Section on critical issues. Other times, we may pig-
gyback our actions with the WILPF International initia-
tives, or focus on our U.N. priorities around treaties or
Resolution 1325. Members, branches, campaigns and
issue committees can suggest topics. WILPF in
Washington will prepare issue action briefs to fashion
your own post-card messages, or sometimes sign-on let-
ters, to use as organizing tools in your own communities.
Supplies of attractive WILPF postcards ready for your
hand-written messages will be furnished to each branch
and at-large members who want to participate and engage
friendstojoinin, too.

Your postcards and letters will be bundled into a sin-
gle envelope to mail to the WILPF D.C. office for imme-
diate hand delivery by WILPF to respective offices. This
will not only circumvent the delays of Capitol Hill postal
security and decontamination procedures, it will create
opportunities to set up appointments with members or
their key staff. Your elected officials will know that
WILPF members' views and votes are backed by the con-
stant presence of an office in Washington. And, vitally
important to building the impact of WILPF's advocacy,
we will work closely with you to document and — count
— the multiplying WILPF efforts over the months.

All branches are asked to incorporate into their
program and agenda the new national WILPF
Make Peace a Reality Post Card initiative.
Simply identify a contact person as liaison to
the WILPF in Washington office. Send the name
to WILPF’s Legislative Program Consultant, Vicki
Ferguson, by phone (202) 546-6727, fax (202)
544-9613 or e-mail to vferguson@wilpf.org.
Not in a branch? Let her know you want to
participate.
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WILPF at the DNC and the RNC

ILPF was well represented at both the
WDemocratic and Republican National

Conventions this past summer. The Boston
Branch did an amazing job organizing the “Women's
Track” of the Boston Social Forum, which was held the
weekend before the Democratic Convention began.
Three of our sponsors, Elise Boulding, Vinie Burrows,
and Sonia Sanchez gave workshops, performances and
presentations. Overall, the Women's Track offered more
than 60 workshops.

WILPF was everywhere at the Social Forum. Mary
Zepernick gave a workshop on Corporate Power, WILPF
had atable full of our resources and contacts, and | met
WILPF members who had traveled from New York,
North Carolina, Michigan, Pennsylvania, Connecticut,
Californiaand New Jersey. The Women's Track aso
held a Tribunal where women came and testified about
the impacts of violence on them and their communities.
These tes-
timonies
were
shared at
the Final
Plenary of
the Social
Forum.
Boston
WILPF
should be
applauded
for their
wonderful

Vivian Smith at the RNC protests in NY.
Photo: Jody Dodd

work on this major project!

At the Republican Convention held in New York
City, the New York Metro Branch coordinated the
WILPF presence in the huge anti-war march and many
other events held over the five days from July 30th
through August 3rd. Marilyn Clement, WILPF's former
executive director and director of the Campaign For A
National Healthcare Program Now!, very generously
hosted a reception for both WIL PF members and the
Poor People's Economic Campaign on the Friday
evening before the demonstrations. WILPF members
carried our banner and sang Raging Granny songs along
the long, hot route of the United for Peace March on
Sunday the 30th. On Monday, WILPF members marched
in the Poor People’'s March, which despite having no
permit, successfully marched from the Dag
Hammarskjold Plaza at the U.N. down 2nd Ave. to 30th

and 8th Ave.
Throughout
Manhattan, we were
greeted by New
Yorkers with signs on
their buildings, in their
windows or yelling on
the streets, “No to the
Bush Agendal” Over
the course of the five
days people held ral-
lies, actions, and
marches to address
Immigrant Rights,
AIDS, Housing,
Poverty, Hedlth Care,
Labor, Education, and of course Anti-War issues. More
than 1,700 people were arrested during the week, over
1,000 of them on August 31st. Many of those arrested
were taken to a holding facility called Pier 57. It had
been a bus-depot that still had chemicals and oil on its
concrete floor. People were held there with no place to
sleep (except the oily floor) few bathroom facilities, and
were held beyond the legal limit of 24 hours. In fact a
judge ordered the city to release them, which the city
ignored. Subsequently, the judge fined the City of New
York $1,000 for every demonstrator held over 24 hours.
As we go to print, a hearing has yet to be held to deter-
mine if this order will be enforced.

The demonstrations made history. According to The
New York Times, the demonstrations were the largest in
U.S. history against a political conventi