Together, we can do it! Host a Peace table in your community

WILPF is calling for women across the U.S. to convene peace tables in a coordinated effort to discuss and develop a harmonized agenda to prevent war. We have created a toolkit to aid you in your discussions. These toolkits can be used as guides to help establish a framework for your call for actions. We hope that each women's table will be able to adapt the toolkit to the needs of their participants. 

The data and discussions of each peace table will be compiled into a broader plan of action that will be used by WILPF and other women's organizations in providing information to their members about our nation’s women's agenda on war. For centuries women have been working for peace, it's now time to hear their voices at the table. 

The Women's Peace Table was created in the spirit U.N. Security Council Resolution 1325. Expanding on the Platform for Action that was established in Beijing in 1995, our goal is to link the efforts of WILPF to spearhead a mass effort where women can come together and determine their own priorities and blueprints for governing our country. Throughout the history of the organization, the women behind WILPF have created an environment of political, economic, social and psychological freedom for all members of the human community, so that true peace can be enjoyed by all. It is important for our efforts to be combined so that we can develop a movement that extends beyond WILPF and to other organizations. 

A harmonized agenda is the first step to intervene —strategically, effectively and systematically —in the negotiations that will set policies shaping the demobilization of U.S. troops in Iraq; UN resolutions and official statements shaping encounters with Iran and Syria; and our national budget. A harmonized agenda will be a tool and touchstone for elected officials, government appointees, and career public servants, if there are millions of women behind it! 

We propose convening this peace table through calls at these and myriad women's meetings across the country and virtually. The Women's International League for Peace and Freedom, U.S. Section, can help connect action groups eager to take this forward, to join in planning an inclusive, transparent harmonization process and to invest in its implementation. 

"Women are more likely to make an impact on negotiations when they convene as a constituency of women with a common agenda for peace" -Securing the Peace, UNIFEM 2005. Even as Congress debates exit strategies for Iraq, U.S. women hold the keys to preventing war. Women's political empowerment and the protection of women's human rights are the cornerstones of sustainable peace. By acting together in solidarity, we can prevent future wars. 

You are invited host a facilitated peace table discussion, where we will collectively envision a bold set of policies for the role of women in preventing future wars and in protecting human rights.

 Let's begin today!

