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Haiti and the Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom (WILPF)

In 1925, Haitian members of WILPF asked Emily Balch, a past WILPF president, to lead a delegation to Haiti to observe the US Marine occupation that began in 1915 and lasted nearly twenty years. In February 1926, the WILPF delegation set sail for Haiti.  Upon her return, Balch compiled a report detailing the brutality of the US Marine occupation and presented it to President Coolidge, hoping for a change in US policy. Unfortunately, no real change took place.  Her detailed personal account is chronicled in a book entitled Occupied Haiti.

After Balch returned to the US, she received a letter from a Haitian man, Dr. Normil Sylvain, whom she met while in Haiti. It is perhaps this letter that sums up best the true effects of the occupation on the people of Haiti:
 “I know they throw the history of Haiti in our face – its long tissue of revolutions and massacres.  Yet the American war with the Cacos killed more people than 10 or 20 revolutions put together; it devastated whole regions and ruined the cattle of Haiti, as veterinary experts can testify if they are honest.  Revolutions were fomented by foreigners – English, French, American, Dutch traders – who risked nothing, and always profited.  Loans which dealt rather in human lives than in merchandise were made at rates of 1,000 per cent and those who thus enriched themselves overthrew any government that was not subservient to them.”

TODAY

Haiti is under occupation again. After a US-inspired coup d’etat in 2004 that resulted in the removal of Haiti’s democratically-elected president, Jean-Bertrand Aristide, a United Nations peacekeeping force was placed in Haiti and is currently occupying the country.  Most of what Dr. Sylvain and Emily Balch had to say about Haiti 80 years ago applies today.  
In 2005, the WILPF Board unanimously recommended that a Haiti Issues Committee be formed.  Committee members are involved in a variety of activities:  presenting workshops on Haiti at the Venezuela Solidarity Conference, the US Social Forum, and a WILPF conference in Bolivia; establishing a relationship with a Haitian grassroots women’s group concerning release of Haiti’s political prisoners; visiting embassies of countries involved in the UN peacekeeping force encouraging them to withdraw from the effort; implementing cooperative efforts between the Committee and WILPF’s Cuba Issues Committee in the area of health, and lobbying Congress on debt cancellation for Haiti and the need for an investigation into the US role in the February 2004 coup d’etat.

If you would like more information about the WILPF Haiti Issues Committee, please contact Shirley Pate at magbana@aol.com or Joan Drake at joanwdrake@aol.com.

Web:  www.wilpf.org/haiti
Building the Beloved Community

Our mission is to provide educational information about the history and nature of systemic racism, connections between oppressions, internalized oppressions, racial justice, and the struggles for racial justice.

This program will encourage WILPF members, branches, interested organizations and individuals to work in coalition with people concerned about racial, economic, social, and all justice issues, radical democracy and peace local, national, and international.

Dr. King’s Beloved Community is a global vision, in which all people can share in the wealth of the earth. In the Beloved Community, poverty, hunger and homelessness will not be tolerated because international standards of human decency will not allow it. Racism and all forms of discrimination, bigotry and prejudice will be replaced by an all-inclusive spirit of sisterhood and brotherhood. In the Beloved Community, international disputes will be resolved by peaceful conflict-resolution and reconciliation of adversaries, instead of military power. Love and trust will triumph over fear and hatred. Peace with justice will prevail over war and military conflict.

Dr. King’s Beloved Community was not devoid of interpersonal, group or international conflict. Instead he recognized that conflict was an inevitable part of human experience. But he believed that conflicts could be resolved peacefully and adversaries could be reconciled through a mutual, determined commitment to nonviolence. No conflict, he believed, need erupt in violence. And all conflicts in The Beloved Community should end with reconciliation of adversaries cooperating together in a spirit of friendship and goodwill.

It is this type of spirit that can transform those who oppose into friends. It is this type of understanding goodwill that will transform the deep gloom of the old age into the exuberant gladness of the new age. It is this love which will bring about miracles in the hearts of men.” With your help, let us resolve to make The Beloved Community a glowing reality in the 21st century.
Originally from:  http://www.thekingcenter.org/prog/bc/
If you would like more information about the WILPF Beloved Community Committee, please contact Sha’an Mouliert at mouliert@vtlink.net 


Web:  www.wilpf.org/BBC

Disarm: Dismantling the War Economy
 
In DISARM! Dismantle the War Economy we are working very directly on the demilitarization that is necessary if a more peaceful world is ever to be achieved. I believe we have added strength because we do so as women, as givers of life and nurturers of it. 

A great deal of our DISARM work is in support of international law, and in cooperation with Reaching Critical Will (RCW) and other WILPF programs at the United Nations.  WILPF women have had an important impact on evolution and development of the United Nations as a peace building organization where governments and civil society can work together to take positive steps toward the world we want.  We continue to be a part of this evolution in the U.S. DISARM! Dismantle the War Economy Committee, presenting side events for delegates and other NGOs at UN conferences on Sustainable Development, Nuclear Weapons and Bioweapons. Next February we hope also to participate in the Commission on the Status of Women and we are in dialogue with the UN agencies monitoring the Outer Space Treaty. Personally I believe the whole UN treaty system, to which WILPF women have contributed so much, works in ways consistent with feminine values of nurturing and enabling growth.  Governments join together in setting high standards for themselves, and then, with the help and prodding of civil society, seek to meet those standards and to help each other move forward toward mutual compliance.  

We in the DISARM committee, as women, seek to have a voice in Washington D.C. with our U.S. Congress, pressing for demilitarization and an end to war.  We bring WILPF's broad international and women's perspective to Congress and to other NGOs with which we cooperate in lobbying efforts. We  support  of the Progressive Caucus (now chaired by two great women House members) and it’s Common Sense Budget which incorporates many of the values of our  WILPF Women's Budget. We also support and appreciate work of the Black Caucus and its wonderful Congresswomen. DISARM EYE on Congress Alerts and our DISARM UPDATE web site provide resources and encourage members and Branches to meet with their own delegations in their home districts.  In these ways we make our voices heard in Washington D.C. as women who treasure the web of life and promote legislation that enhances life and human welfare, rather than willfully destroying them both in the pursuit of power, dominion and wealth. 

Disarm hopes to continue with the “Women’s Agenda” but trust that won’t preclude our cooperation with the many wonderful men who share our WILPF values, and who are also working for a world without war.
If you would like more information about the WILPF DISARM Issue  Committee, please contact Carol Urner at carol.disarm@gmail.com


Web:  www.wilpf.org/DISARM


Corporate Power: Assert the People’s Rights
The Challenge Corporate Power, Assert the People's Rights Issue Committee is dedicated to understanding how corporations use their illegitimate constitutional “rights” and powers to define our law, politics, jurisprudence, work, technologies, food, communities... you name it! The Committee does this through learning and helping others to learn how we got into this mess through the discovery and study of hidden histories with an eye toward rethinking WILPF activism by placing it in the context of people’s right to self and mutual governance and uncovering the meaning of real (radical) democracy along with developing its skills and practice.

This is an opportune time to talk with people about corporate power and democracy, but the danger is great that we'll once again be co-opted by reforms and rhetoric about corporate accountability and responsibility. Only human beings can be responsible, and the corporate form should be more than accountable to us; it belongs subordinate, as do all institutions that We the People create to serve us.
 Administration officials with the complicity of the corporate media, are engaged in the rhetoric and reform of damage control. They are scrambling to frame the problem as one of accounting, as a lack of integrity and character in a few bad corporate apples. It is our job to frame the problem as a constitutional one.

We as democracy activists must not allow ourselves to be co-opted by the pattern of pallid reforms. The early 20th century Progressive/regulatory era took the steam out of the powerful Populist Movement. The New Deal forestalled a serious challenge to corporate capitalism. The flurry of environmental regulations in the 1970s co-opted the growing awareness of ecological peril. Some of the resulting reform measures were indeed necessary and useful, like labor laws, Social Security, the Clean Air and Water Acts. However, their underlying purpose and net effect was to prevent more fundamental systemic change in who rules. Are we once again going to trade our self-governing birthright for a mess of potage?
The remedy is not pressuring or cajoling or seeking "reforms," but building a democratic movement -- already underway--to challenge the authority of corporations to govern. Of course the harms and abuses (many of which are legal) exposed by "scandalous" events of recent months must be addressed. We have a larger, longer term goal: to put we the sovereign people in charge, defining and instructing economic entities and other institutions. WILPF's national action to Abolish Corporate Personhood is designed to educate and mobilize people to challenge and change the power structure rather than simply react to specific corporate and government harms and abuses. This is a critical time and opportunity for WILPF to provide leadership in this direction.


Women Challenging US Policy: Building Peace on Justice in the Middle East
WCUSP is a three year campaign of US WILPF, beginning at our triennial National Congress in August 2005 and concluding at our next Congress in the summer of 2008.

We will work with local WILPF branches and at-large members to educate local communities on the U.S. foreign policy in Israel and Palestine. What economic interests underlie the power struggles in the region? What U.S. policy changes will end violence and promote justice?

The campaign will work to examine the role of U.S. policy in the dynamics of current conflicts. It will create a nationwide, grassroots activist network of women through the already existing 80 WILPF branches and at large membership. Coordinating local, regional and national advocacy that challenges U.S. policy, WCUSP will work of bridging the gap in the peace movement. The campaign hopes to engage diverse groups in developing a women’s vision for U.S. foreign policy. Also, the campaign joins with women in the region to claim U.N. Security Council Resolution 1325’s promise that women’s active participation can bring peaceful, democratic resolution to the conflict. Lastly, the campaign educates communities to policy dimensions seldom discussed regarding Palestine, Israel, Iraq, Afghanistan and elsewhere.
U.S. Policy in the Middle East was not created in a vacuum- it is directly related to the government’s global framework. While American soldiers are currently stationed in Iraq and Afghanistan, we believe the root of the current conflict between the Middle East and the Western world lies in Israel and Palestine. We seek to understand the theoretical framework for U.S. involvement in Israel and Palestine and to encourage the U.S. government to increase its engagement with both governments. The U.S. should work diligently with all parties to build peace on justice in the region.

We have an important place for you in WCUSP. This is not an issue to leave to experts to manage, or to avoid because it is a sensitive topic. WILPF has a long history of pioneering activism on Middle East issues and of listening to Arab and Israeli women and supporting their vision of peace in the Middle East. We WILPF women are qualified and eager for this challenge: creating a new U.S. foreign policy which supports peace and justice in the Middle East. We’re doing research and education on U.S. policy on Israel and Palestine; including how the Israeli-Palestinian conflict affects U.S. relations with other countries in the region.


               Save the Water
Our bodies are 75% water. We need a daily minimum of 30 liters of water to live. Less than ½ f 1% of the earth’s water is useable and this is shrinking. We are facing a scarcity of this vital resource for life.
Water is the earth’s most precious resource. Access to safe and affordable water is a human right. Local, democratic control of water is essential for food, security, and peace. Accelerating privatization threatens public control over access to water while scarcity looms from overuse and pollution worldwide.
The WILPF Save the Water Campaign develops “water literacy” and “water democracy” to move from education to action by engaging our communities in local water study groups to empower communities to take responsibility for their own water quality and availability. Our Campaign joins the global people’s water movement for a mobilization to obtain a democratic, sustainable and peaceful world.

We affirm that water is sacred because it gives life. Water connects us all. Water is the foundation of our civilization and cultures. We will raise water literacy through education, with an emphasis on future generations. Safe water resources are shrinking and in danger of becoming a commodity to be controlled by corporations. This has already created conflict, and more is on the horizon. We must not allow water to become the valued commodity that is an excuse for war. People must control their own sources of water and it must remain in the commons. Privatization and pollution of its vital resource must stop, especially in areas affecting those that have been oppressed. Our military must be held accountable for its actions that taint any water supply.

Save the Water hopes to build community solidarity by collaborating and building coalitions with social and environmental justice groups in their efforts for equitable access of water for all. By asserting water democracy, the Campaign initiates communities to assert their rights for local control and democratic self-governance to ensure equitable access of water allocation for all people and the ecological system. Water is not a commodity to be bought and sold. The free trade corporate agenda opens our water resources, bulk extractions and services to privatization, and we say NO! Essentially, we state that there is a human right to water. We call for the United Nations to pass binding Convention on the Human Right to Water. 
For more information please contact: Kate Zaidan Program Coordinator 215.563.7110 kzaidan@wilpf.org


             Women and Cuba
Since becoming a campaign, our organizing efforts and leadership structure have continued to grow and evolve. WILPF plays an integral role as a member of the Women and Cuba Collaboration, a national project comprised of three organizations: the Women's International League for Peace & Freedom, the Every Woman's Movement for Cuba/LELO and Hermanas. The Collaborations' vision is to build a multi-racial, multi-cultural network of women formed to end the blockade of Cuba and, through this work, contribute to building a women's movement for racial and economic justice in the U.S.
There are three vital reasons why Cuba is a peace issue and women’s issue and why WILPF members should care. The first of which is that the U.S. is, and has been, waging a "low-intensity war" on Cuba for over 40 years through the blockade on trade and travel, support of anti-Castro terrorists, and a U.S, media that constantly projects an image of a brutal, repressive, totalitarian dictatorship that belies the reality of Cuba. Secondly, while U.S. peace activists focus on ending the war on Iraq and the violence in the Middle East, the Bush administration is quietly stepping up its plans for the takeover of the Cuban government. In August a Coordinator for the Transition to a Free Cuba was appointed by the State Department and in December the Commission for the Transition to a Free Cuba was reconvened. Its task is to up-date the Commission's 2003 plan which resulted in the overt funding of Cuban dissidents, draconian restrictions on travel to Cuba, expanded barriers to trade, and an escalation of government provocative rhetoric. And lastly, the U.S. war on Cuba jeopardizes the welfare of Cuban women. The Revolution brought even more benefits to women than it did to others in the population, with woman's equality of pay, free childcare, unlimited education and career opportunities, elder care (which formerly fell mostly to the women), and free and quality reproductive services, such as family planning and access to safe abortion. All these gains will be threatened if the plans of the U.S. government and the Commission for Assistance to a Free Cuba are implemented after a takeover.
In order to promote the goals and initiatives of this issue committee, as a member you can form a committee in your branch to educate members and the public to challenge the U.S. Policy on Cuba. By joining the Cuba Advocacy Network (CAN!), you can work to bring change in policy through the U.S. Congress. A member can also promote a delegation to the International Women’s Peace Conference in Havana this November.

For help with getting off the ground in any of these efforts, contact WILPF’s Cuba Issues Committee c/o the national office, or Nancy Abbey, 831-465-8272, email: nabbey@cruzio.co
