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• This report provides tools and guidelines for effective implementation of the 

Arms Trade Treaty and the UN Programme of Action on small arms and light 
weapons provisions related to gender-based violence, based on analysis of 
current practice. 

• The report also provides an introduction to the concepts of gender and 
gender-based violence (GBV), placing them in the context of conventional 
weapons, the ATT, and the UNPoA.  

 
About gender-based violence and arms control 

• Gender-based violence (GBV) is violence that is directed at a person based 
on discriminating norms or practices relating to her or his specific gender role 
in society. All weapons covered under the The Arms Trade Treaty (ATT) and 
UN Program of Action (UNPoA) can be used to facilitate or commit GBV. 

• The ATT is the first multilateral treaty to recognise the link between the 
international arms trade and GBV. The UNPoA does not mention gender or 
GBV, but its effective implementation is key in reducing and preventing GBV.  

• The report provides guidelines to prevent GBV for both importing and 
exporting countries involved in the transfer of conventional weapons. The 
report suggests a tightening of import controls and national small arms control 
efforts, including legislation on violence against women, domestic or family 
violence, legislation and policies on the security forces, gun control 
legislation, and national action plans on Resolution 1325 on women, peace 
and security and small arms and light weapons control.  

• For exporting states, the report recommends consideration of the importing 
states’ implementation of the UNPoA in their risk assessments under the 
ATT.  

 
About Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom (WILPF) 

• The Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom (WILPF) is an 
international non-governmental organisation (NGO) with National Sections 
covering every continent, an International Secretariat based in Geneva, and a 
New York office focused on the work of the United Nations (UN). 

• Since our establishment in 1915, we have brought together women from 
around the world who are united in working for peace by non-violent means 
and promoting political, economic and social justice for all. 

• Our approach is always non-violent, and we use existing international legal 
and political frameworks to achieve fundamental change in the way states 
conceptualise and address issues of gender, militarism, peace and security. 

 


