Feminist Peace Movement in Africa Forum:
Participants Pack
Dear friends and participants,
We are looking forward to gathering with you this Saturday 18 August,
at the Feminist Peace Movement in Africa Forum, taking place from
9am-5pm at LECIAD (Legon Centre for International Affairs and
Diplomacy), at the University of Ghana in Accra, Ghana.
We expect over 100 activists and advocates to attend. We ask you to
arrive between 8am-9am to register. The forum will be held in the Exam
Room of LECIAD.
Please find below and attached a Participant’s Pack, within which you
will find the agenda, information on group discussions, as well as
practical information, including a map of the venue, information on
interpretation, post-Forum reception, and more.
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Welcome
Dear participants,
We are looking forward to gathering with you this Saturday, 18 August,
at the Feminist Peace Movement in Africa Forum.
The Forum will take place from 9am-5pm at the Legon Centre for
International Affairs and Diplomacy (LECIAD), at the University of Ghana
in Accra, Ghana.

Madeleine Rees,
Secretary General,
Women's International
League for Peace and
Freedom

Joy Onyesoh,
Vice President, WILPF,
President, WILPF Nigeria

Ayo Ayoola-Amale, President,
WILPF Ghana

Agenda
8:00am-09:00am: Registration, coffee and welcome
9:00am: Welcome Address
Ayo Ayoola-Amale, President, WILPF Ghana
Special Guests and Representatives
09:20-10:45: Session 1: Critical Analysis and Feminist Perspective on
Root Causes of Violence
A deeper look at violent masculinities, patriarchy, militarism,
colonialism, economic exploitation, corruption.
Moderator: Joy Onyesoh, Vice-President WILPF, and President WILPF
Nigeria
Speakers:
Kate Addo Adeku, Professor, University of Ghana
Roseline K. Toweh, National General Secretary, YWCA of Liberia and
WIPNET-Liberia
Dean Peacock, Co-founder and Co-executive Director, Sonke Gender
Justice
10:45-12:30: Session 2: Women's Roles and Impacts in Prevention,
Peaceful elections, Leadership and Peace Processes
Voices of leaders, survivors and advocates sharing examples of
peacemaking work, peaceful elections, and how women can challenge

and change power dynamics to transform social and cultural norms in
different processes.
Moderator: Barbara Sangare, International Coordinator, Women
Situation Room
Speakers:
Sylvie Ndongmo, President, WILPF Cameroon
Mpiwa Mangwiro, Regional Campaigns Specialist, Men Engage Alliance
Africa Network
Edwick Madzimure, WILPF Zimbabwe
Nozizwe Madlala Routledge, Founder, Embrace Dignity
12:30-13:30: Lunch
13:30-15:00: Session 3: Group Discussions
Feminism, gender, women and…
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Elections and political (led by WILPF Nigeria)
Disarmament and conflict prevention (led by WILPF Cameroon)
Mediation (led by WILPF Ghana)
Political economy and peace (led by WILPF Zimbabwe)
Masculinities and engaging men (led by WILPF South Africa and
Men Engage Alliance Africa)
6. Migration and displacement (led by WILPF Chad)

7. Facteurs de conflit (led by WILPF DRC) [en français] Conflict
drivers Session held in French]
Participants are invited to choose a group discussion session to attend.
Members of WILPF African Groups/Sections will facilitate each session
on key thematic issues.
15:00-15:30: Coffee break
15:30- 16:30: Session 4: Synergies between Africa and the Global
Movement and Mediation
A conversation looking at the synergies between African and Global
feminist peace movements and also include a particular focus on
mediation efforts and peace processes.
Moderator:
Madeleine Rees, Secretary General, WILPF
Speakers:
Kozue Akibayashi, President, WILPF
Annie Amat Mbambi, President, WILPF DRC
Rida Altubuly, Co-founder and Director, Together We Build It, Libya
16:30-17:00: Closing

Wrapping up the day, we aim to pull together all we’ve heard from the
different plenaries and sessions of the Forum, and outline paths
forward.
Speakers:
Joy Onyesoh, WILPF Nigeria
Micheline Minani Muzaneza, Senior Trainer, Sonke Gender Justice

About the Feminist Peace Movement in
Africa Forum
Feminist Peace Movement in Africa Forum hosted by Women's International
League for Peace and Freedom (WILPF) bring together peace activists and
advocates from across Africa and globally to critically discuss the root causes
of violence and women’s role in social transformation, economic justice
and peace. It aims to be a space to mobilse feminist solidarity for the strong and
innovative nonviolent work in Africa.
The roots of causes of conflicts and violence in Africa are deep and complex, and
are embedded in the interplay of historical factors, socio-economic crisis,
legacies of colonialism and authoritarianism and the politics of exclusion,
international forces, and local struggles . The varied and creative forms of
women’s growing engagement in protesting militarism and violence is

evidenced by the peace networks and movements that have emerged in recent
times that must also inspire us (Mama and Okazawa-Rey; 2008)

Group Discussions at the Forum
Group discussion will take place 13:30-15:00 across a number of key
thematic issues.
Group Discussions include:
Feminism, gender, women and…

1. Elections and Political Participation (led by WILPF Nigeria)
2. Disarmament and Conflict Prevention (led by WILPF Cameroon)
3. Mediation (led by WILPF Ghana)
4. Political Economy (led by WILPF Zimbabwe)
5. Masculinities and Engaging Men (led by WILPF South Africa and Men
Engage Alliance Africa)
6. Migration and Displacement (led by WILPF Chad)
7. Facteurs de Conflit (led by WILPF DRC) [en français] [Conflict drivers group
will be held in French]

Descriptions of the group discussion are below:
Each discussion will examine the thematic area and nexus with
feminism, gender and women.
1. Elections and Political Participation: Elections are an important

space for strengthening democratic political participation and
conflict prevention. However, violence too often increases

around these periods, and women’s voices, expertise, and early
warnings are too often ignored. This workshop will explore how
to build partnerships between women peace leaders and local
authorities to address gendered early warnings and strengthen
accountable institutions, women’s political participation, and
peace.
(Facilitator: Olivia Oseji, WILPF-Nigeria; Rapporteur: Gabriella
Irsten, WILPF Sweden)
2.
Disarmament and Conflict Prevention: Militarism as a way of
thought affirms the idea that we live in a dangerous world and that the
use of force or its threat is the most appropriate response to conflicts.
However, military solutions have promoted spirals of violence, crises,
and suffering, rather than protection. This workshop will explore how to
mobilise against militarisation and arms proliferation to disarm violence
and promote peace.
(Facilitator: Guy Feugap, WILPF-Cameroon; Rapporteur: Ray
Acheson, WILPF Disarmament Programme)
3.
Mediation: Preventing conflict requires full and equal
participation of women at all levels. However, women are systematically
excluded from meaningfully participating in conflict prevention, peace,
and security, and formal peace processes are too often disconnected
from grassroots peace processes. This workshop will explore how to
strengthen women’s role and gender perspective in mediation
processes, and build links between formal and informal mediation
processes.
(Facilitator: Ayo Ayoola-Amale, WILPF-Ghana; Rapporteur: Sarah
Boukhary, WILPF MENA)

Political Economy: Governments are struggling to meet human
rights obligations and remove barriers to economic and political
equality. Meanwhile, corporations are extracting natural, human, and
monetary resources at the expense of people and planet. This workshop
will explore how to uncover often invisible economic drivers of conflict
and violence and mobilise to #MoveTheMoney from war to peace and
gender justice.
(Facilitator: Edwick Madzimure, WILPF-Zimbabwe; Rapporteur:
Nela Porobic, WILPF International)
5.
Masculinities and engaging men: Gender inequality is a root
cause of violence and conflict. Defining being a “real man” with
dominance and masculinity with justified use of violence also
contributes to violence in the home, the community, and the world. This
workshop will explore why and how to engage men and address violent
masculinities, and how to build new ways of working based on equal
partnerships and nonviolence.
(Co-facilitators: Micheline Minani Muzaneza, WILPF-South Africa,
and Ilot Alphonse, Congo Men’s Network (COMEN) / Men
Engage; Rapporteur: Abigail Ruane, WILPF WPS Programme)
4.

6.
Migration and displacement: Migration and refugee flows today
are at an unprecedented level, with particular risks for women.

Militarisation contributes to migration and displacement, including
around human trafficking, forced labor, forced prostitution, and other
sexual and gender based violence. This workshop will explore how to
address key challenges, such as statelessness, birth registration and
nationality, discriminatory employment and access to justice, access to

social protection, and economic opportunity; and how to mobilise for
durable, sustainable, and gender-responsive solutions.
(Facilitators: Khadidja Fadoul, WILPF-Chad; Rapporteur: Patrizia
Scannella, WILPF Human Rights Programme)
7.
Facteurs de Conflit Conflict drivers (en français):
Comprendre les causes profondes de la violence basée sur le
genre est essentiel afin de s’attaquer aux facteurs des conflits
ainsi que d’autres formes de violences. Cependant, trop souvent
les efforts de résolution des conflits se concentrent sur des
solutions à court terme qui ignorent les impacts sur les vies des
femmes. Cet atelier explorera comment mieux se mobiliser
contre toutes les formes de violence et pour une paix créée par
les femmes, pour toutes et tous.
Addressing root causes of gendered violence is a critical part of
addressing conflict drivers and other forms of violence. However,
too often the focus is on short term solutions that ignore
women’s lives. This workshop will explore how to better mobilise
against all forms of violence and for peace that is by women, for
women, and for all.
(Facilitator: Lisette Mavungu, WILPF DRC; Rapporteur: Tessa
Cerisier, WILPF Human Rights Programme)

Practical information

In this section, you will find information about key contacts, venue
details, registration, interpretation, transport, internet at the venue,
meals, and reception.

Venue/Map
The Forum will be held at the Legon Centre for International Affairs and
Diplomacy (LECIAD) of the University of Ghana, in the Exam Room.
The University of Ghana is in Legon, the north of Accra and about 15
minutes drive from the Kotoka International Airport barring traffic.
Address: Botanical Gardens Rd, Accra, Ghana

Website and social media
https://wilpf.org/africaforum/
Hashtags: #Feminist Peace

Registration
If you are receiving this email, you have been registered to attend the
Forum.

Advanced online registration was required here. If space permit, walkins without registration will be accepted on the day.
All participants will be required to sign in upon arrival at the registration
desk, in the lobby of LECIAD.
Registration desk opening time: 08:00am-09:00am.

Interpretation
French interpretation will be available for the duration of the Forum,
except for workshops. One workshop will be conducted in French.
L'interprétation française sera disponible pour la durée du Forum, sauf
pour les ateliers. Un atelier sera organisé en français.

Transport
If you are staying at Angehill Hotel, transport will be organised in the
mornings from the hotel to the venue, and in the evenings from the
venue back to the hotel. Exact times to be confirmed.

Internet at venue
Please note that internet at the venue may not be readily available, so
we recommend that you download any materials that you require

ahead of time or, if you have a PowerPoint presentation that you will be
sharing, bring it on a USB stick.

Meals and reception
Buffet lunch will be served on the day of the Forum in the gardens of
the venue.
Morning and afternoon tea will also be provided in the gardens of the
venue.
A reception will be held in the gardens after the event.

About WILPF
WILPF’s story began in 1915, when women came together to stop World War I.
Today, members of WILPF carry forward the 103-year-long legacy and activism
of the oldest women’s peace organisation. WILPF envisions a transformative
and permanent global peace where economic, social, cultural, political, racial,
environmental, and gender justice is achieved for all.
As WILPF, we are united in our determination to study and make known the
causes of war, and work to abolish the legitimisation and practices of war.

WILPF in Africa

WILPF promotes feminist peace movement in Africa through addressing root
causes of violence and mobilizing.
WILPF has National Sections in Cameroon, Ghana, Democratic Republic of the
Congo (DRC) and Nigeria. WILPF has Groups in Burkina Faso Group, Burundi
Group, Central African Republic Group, Chad Group, Cote d'Ivoire Group, Kenya
Group, Niger Group, Sierra Leone Group, South Africa emerging Group, Sudan
Group, Uganda Group, Zimbabwe Group.

Key contacts
Have any questions? Please contact WILPF Congress Coordinators:
Adwoa Bame

Zala Žbogar

Congress Coordinator (Accra)
Mobile/WhatsApp: +233 20 870 7307
Email: ajubam@yahoo.com

Congress Coordinator (Geneva)
Whatsapp: +32 485 25 15 60
Email: zala.zbogar@wilpf.org
congress2018@wilpf.org

