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LEADING THE WAY TO
A NUCLEAR FREE WORLD
What has WILPF said over the years?

“We call on all governments to sign 
and ratify the Treaty on the Prohibition 
of Nuclear Weapons and work to 
ensure their own government joins, 
implements, and promotes the Treaty.”
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The Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons was finally adopted on 7 July 2017.  The International Campaign to Abolish Nuclear Weapons even received the Nobel Peace Prize.

This same year, we proposed a Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons. It was signed in 1968 and entered into force in 1970. You know it today as the Non-Proliferation Treaty or NPT.

Nuclear warheads still exist today, most of them 

in the arsenals of the five permanent members of 

the UN Security Council supposedly in charge of 

maintaining international peace and security. 

Peace will only exist when nuclear weapons are 

eliminated from our planet.

Horror has stunned the world with the atomic 

bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki. Sadly, 

WILPF includes now nuclear weapons in its 

disarmament advocacy.

It all started here. Courageous women 
gathered and asked for disarmament 

and for the abolition of war.
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“To prevent the death of the earth and the 
incalculable su�ering of all living things we 
demand the elimination of existing nuclear 
arsenals, and furthermore we demand an 
immediate moratorium on licensing, siteing, 
building, selling and operating nuclear plants 
anywhere in the world.”

“Recent developments in this
field of nuclear, bacteriological and 
chemical warfare confirm WILPF’s 
conviction that only total and 
universal disarmament can free the 
world from war.”
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“WILPF calls for an immediate 
reduction of armaments on the 
same terms for all states, as a
step towards total international 
disarmament.”

19
19

“WILPF recognizes that the development of the 
atomic bomb and other modern weapons is only 
the culmination of the e�orts to invent ever 
more deadly instruments of destruction and 
rea�rms its conviction that the only defence 
against such weapons is the abolition of war.” 
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“WILPF urges that all countries should,
by an international agreement, take over the 
manufacture of arms and munitions of war
and should control all international tra�c
in the same.”19
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“We support the recommendation of the UN Disarmament 
Commission to the 20th General Assembly that it convenes 
a world conference on disarmament open to all states 
without exception, and urge that such a conference 
approves an agreement leading to general and complete 
disarmament.”
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“Our fragile ecological systems are in danger of 
collapsing.  The planet can no longer endure the 
devastation and waste of war, preparing for 
war, and the violence of policies based on 
national security rather than on human and 
ecological security.”
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“The introduction of first-strike 
nuclear systems anywhere in the 
world is a dangerous escalation of 
the arms race and a mockery of 
good faith negotiations on 
disarmament.”
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“At the same time as they commit billions
of dollars to their nuclear weapon arsenals, 
most of these states are simultaneously 
making significant cuts in their social welfare 
systems, such as health care, education,
and childcare. This arguably constitutes 
a violation of human rights.” 
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“There must be NO MORE 
nuclear testing anywhere 
by any country.”19
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“When nuclear-armed states work hard to 
ensure that other countries do not obtain 
nuclear weapons, they create a context in which 
they are perceived as keeping other countries 
down, subordinating and emasculating them. 
Hence, regardless of their military utility, 
nuclear weapons are turned into the ultimate 
arbiter of political/masculine power.”
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“An international agreement to prohibit nuclear 
weapons is the best opportunity we have
to stigmatise these remaining weapons of
mass destruction, codify their illegality and 
illegitimacy into international law, and help
set standards and rules to help facilitate
their elimination.”
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