
	

 
Consultative Status with UN ECOSOC, UNCTAD and UNESCO. 
Special Consultative Relations with FAO, ILO and UNICEF.  
	 1 

 
19 September 2019  

 
Statement to UN Human Rights Council 42nd session (9 - 27 September 2019) 
 
Item 6 : Universal Periodic Review  
 

Statement on the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) 
 
In this statement, we will address concerns raised by WILPF DRC in the context of the UPR, including in its 
individual report submitted for the 33rd Session of the Working Group.  WILPF welcomes the support of the 
DRC for recommendations 119.189,1 119.2092 and 119.2133 calling for the adoption of specific legislation 
criminalising domestic violence and marital rape. Measures must also be taken to ensure that women 
victims of domestic violence have effective access to justice, including protection against threats from their 
spouses or families, as well as psychosocial and medical assistance. Moreover, there is an urgent need to 
raise public awareness to end the normalisation of these forms of violence. 
 
With regard to women’s participation in public and political life, we welcome the support of the DRC to 
recommendations 119.614 calling on the government to effectively implement its second National Action 
Plan on Security Council Resolution 1325, and 119.2265 calling on the government to review, in consultation 
with women’s organisations, the current electoral law with the aim of eliminating all obstacles that prevent 
many women to present their candidacies to elective office. In this context, we welcome the adoption of 
above-mentioned second National Action Plan in September 2018 and urge the government to allocate the 
necessary human and financial resources for its effective implementation. We also welcome the increase 
from 10% to 17% of the proportion of women in the new government; however, we urge the government to 
redouble its efforts to achieve at least 30% representation of women, including through the adoption of 
temporary special measures in all areas of public life, as recommended by the CEDAW Committee.6 
 
We also welcome the support of the DRC for Recommendation 119.1237 regarding the regulation of small 
arms and light weapons and underline the urgent need for the DRC to review its domestic legislation and 
ratify the relevant instruments, in particular the Kinshasa Convention8 and the Arms Trade Treaty. 

                                                             
1 119.189. Finalize the review of the national strategy to combat gender-based violence by defining specific measures 
for tackling domestic violence (Senegal).  
2 119.209. Institute a legal framework that criminalizes and punishes domestic violence and marital rape, trains officials 
in responding to such crimes, and extends services to survivors (Australia).  
3 119.213.Adopt and implement, in line with Sustainable Development Goal 5, legislation that addresses domestic 
violence, and take concrete steps to end domestic violence and marital rape (Netherlands).  
 
4 119.61 Implement the new national action plan on women and peace and security (for the years 2018 to 2022) 
(Norway). 
5 119.226 Review the current electoral law with the aim of removing all obstacles that prevent many Congolese women 
from standing as candidates for elected positions, for instance, removing the $1,000 payment required from candidates 
for women only, in full consultation with women’s organization (Haiti).  
6 Concluding observations on the eighth periodic report of the Democratic Republic of the Congo. CEDAW/C/COD/CO/8, 
paragraphs 22 and 23.  
7 119.123 Address the accumulation and illicit transfer of small arms and light weapons through improved stockpile 
management, effective prosecution of unauthorized sellers and distributors, and progression of legislative controls 
(Australia).  
8 Central African Convention for the Control of Small Arms and Light Weapons, their Ammunition, Parts and 
Components that can be used for their Manufacture, Repair or Assembly. 
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The DRC’s support for several recommendations relating to child labour in artisanal mines is also 
commendable.9 Many women and girls work in artisanal mines and suffer serious human rights violations 
compounded by gender-based discrimination, including forced prostitution, early pregnancy and other 
forms of gender-based violence. It is essential that the gender dimension be fully taken into account in the 
implementation of these recommendations and in any regulatory measures of artisanal mining. 
 
Finally, we welcome the collaboration of the government with women’s organisations in the context of the 
Universal Periodic Review and call on it to work in an inclusive manner with all civil society organisations in 
the implementation of the UPR recommendations as well as those recently made by the Committee on the 
Elimination of Discrimination against Women following its review of the DRC report.  
 
 

                                                             
9 119.233 Take steps to eliminate child labour, including in illegal mines, and establish structures to support affected 
children (Australia); 119.240 Establish public structures for the reception of children removed from mines and for 
counselling, support and stabilization of those children (Zambia); 119.243 Take the necessary measures to ensure that 
children are not exploited in artisanal mines (Canada). See also: 119.156 Consider regularizing unauthorized mining 
areas, taking into account safety and policy considerations (Ghana). 
 


