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Support our call for 
nuclear abolition!
This year, 6 and 9 August mark the 75th anniversary since 
the United States dropped nuclear bombs on Hiroshima 
and Nagasaki, killing hundreds of thousands of people and 
leaving behind intergenerational devastation. 

Today, nine countries around the world possess over 13,000 
nuclear weapons. They spend billions of dollars every 
year on these weapons, wasting resources, exacerbating 
geopolitical tensions, and threatening the destruction of our 
entire planet.

Nuclear weapons must be eliminated and we need your 
help in sharing the call for nuclear abolition. 

This package is made to help you spread our message — 
please do not hesitate to let us know if you need anything 
else by sending an email to communications@wilpf.org.

In solidarity,
WILPF International Secretariat



What happened?
75 years ago, on the 6 and 9 of August, the US 
dropped two nuclear bombs on Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki. 

Tens of thousands were killed by the blast and 
fireball that destroyed the cities, and many more 
died of radiation sickness and injuries in the days 
and months that followed.

In total, 140,000 were dead by the end of 1945.

The radiation exposure has had lasting effects on 
people’s mental and physical health, with many 
developing cancers later on.
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What is WILPF
going to do?
WILPF believes that the only way to prevent this from 
happening again is to eliminate nuclear weapons entirely. 

Since 1945, thousands of nuclear weapon tests have been 
conducted, disproportionately impacting Indigenous 
communities and devastating the environment. Nine 
governments now possess nuclear weapons, threatening 
massive, unconscionable violence against each other and 
the world. 

The continued investment by these governments in not 
just the maintenance but also the “modernisation” – the 
upgrading, updating, and life-extending – of nuclear 
weapons is absurd, dangerous, and immoral.

Some governments try to make us believe that nuclear 
weapons are keeping us safe, but in reality, no country 
could ever appropriately respond to such apocalyptic 
disasters that would result from the use of just one  
single nuclear weapon. 

The only way to ensure peace and safety is to abolish 
nuclear weapons. Photo by WILPF



$138 699
… is spent on nuclear 
weapons every minute.

Yes, we wrote every minute!

In total, that is

$72.9 billion
globally, in 2019. 

And honestly, it is difficult to find reliable numbers. Most 
nuclear-armed states are not transparent. They try to keep 
from the public the amount they spend on the greatest 
weapon of mass destruction ever invented. 

But, here are some rough estimates from our latest 
publication Assuring destruction forever: 2020 edition. 

The United States spent the unbelievable amount of $35.1 
billion on nuclear weapons in 2019, which is around double 
the amount of France’s and the United Kingdom’s nuclear 
expenditures in 2019 – combined! 

In 2019, France spent roughly €4.5 billion on nuclear 
weapons. 

The UK wasted a whopping £7.2 billion on its nuclear 
forces in 2019. 

China spent between an estimate of $8.9 billion and  
$14.3 billion in 2019 on nuclear weapons.

DPRK wasted between an estimated $2.8 billion and  
$3.2 billion in 2019 on nuclear weapons.

Israel spent an estimated $1.8 billion in 2018 on nuclear 
weapons. Their most recent estimate for nuclear spending 
is from 2018 because Israel is even less transparent on this 
topic than other countries!

https://www.reachingcriticalwill.org/images/documents/Publications/modernization/assuring-destruction-forever-2020v2.pdf


What if … 
... all this money went somewhere else?

The International Campaign to Abolish Nuclear Weapons 
(ICAN) has checked what you can get for this amount 
of money when it comes to coping with the COVID-19 
pandemic …

One year of US nuclear weapons spending would pay for:
• 300,000 beds in intensive care units (ICU),

• the salaries of 150,000 US nurses, and

• the salaries of 75,000 US doctors.

France’s spending on its nuclear forces could instead pay for:
• 100,000 hospital beds for ICU,

• the salaries of 20,000 French nurses, and

• the salaries of 10,000 French doctors.

The UK’s nuclear expenditure would cover:
• 100,000 hospital beds for ICU, 

• 30,000 ventilators,

• the salaries of 50,000 British nurses, and

• the salaries of 40,000 British doctors.

100,000
hospital beds for the ICU

10,000
French doctors’ salaries

20,000
French nurses’ salaries

10,000
ventilators

Source: ICAN, Nuclear Spending vs Healthcare

IN FRANCE...



4 Days of Action 
Against Nuclear 
Weapon Spending
Starting 6 August and continuing until 9 August, WILPF will 
be campaigning against nuclear weapon spending. 

BY SUPPORTING THE FOUR DAYS OF ACTION,  
YOU CAN HELP TO: 

• Raise awareness of the ridiculous amount of money 
spent on nuclear weapons every single minute, and 
every single year.

• Demand that governments #MoveTheMoney  
from nuclear weapons to peace.

• Urge governments to sign and ratify the Treaty on the 
Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons.

• Encourage your friends, family and network to take 
action for nuclear abolition.

Tag us in your posts

@wilpf @WILPF
@RCW_ 

@wilpf

Use these hashtags

#NuclearBan
#NeverAgain
#Hiroshima 
#Nagasaki
#75years

#MoveTheMoney
#LanternsForPeace

Want more ideas? Please visit:

 wilpf.org/hiroshima-nagasaki-2020/

https://www.icanw.org/signature_and_ratification_status
https://www.icanw.org/signature_and_ratification_status
https://www.wilpf.org/hiroshima-nagasaki-2020/


What can I do?
WILPF will be taking to social media to raise 
awareness of the 75th anniversary of the atomic 
bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki.

Use your channels too!

To make this easier, we have created some visuals, 
sample tweets and text posts for you to share, as 
well as videos. You will find all of this in the toolbox 
on Google Drive.

Photo by Enrique Lopez Garre, Pixabay, nuclear-waste

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1c_vqZqsyELhkIMrOVM8Eg18ve_HjkKWP?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1c_vqZqsyELhkIMrOVM8Eg18ve_HjkKWP?usp=sharing


Want ideas for 
offline activities?
In the toolbox, you will find ideas for what you can do 
offline to support the call for a total nuclear weapon 
abolition. 

You can for example take part in WILPF’s global 
event: Lanterns for Peace on 6 August. 

Go straight to the Toolbox to get inspired!

Photos by WILPF; Toa Heftiba, Unsplash; and Carolina Garcia Tavizon, Unsplash

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1HcTGJAQB23NmrM1FcTw-0raDLq7LiFqm?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1lR6l2fSDu0LO5lqZUOXTAqtLGhmS8qS0?usp=sharing


Where can I find 
more information?
On wilpf.org/hiroshima-nagasaki-2020 you will find all 
information about the 4 Days of Action against Nuclear 
Weapon Spending. You will also be guided to other 
significant initiatives hosted by friends of WILPF that aim 
to abolish nuclear weapons. 

Reachingcriticalwill.org is our disarmament hub. WILPF, via 
our programme Reaching Critical Will (RCW), has worked for 
over two decades for disarmament, the reduction of global 
military spending and militarism, and feminist peace.

If your time is limited, then we suggest starting with these 
resources:

• ICAN’s report about nuclear weapons spending

• WILPF’s report about the humanitarian impact  
of nuclear weapons

• Ray Acheson’s TEDx Talk on patriarchy and  
nuclear weapons

• Sign up to Reaching Critical Will’s newsletters  
on nuclear disarmament

https://www.wilpf.org/hiroshima-nagasaki-2020/
https://reachingcriticalwill.org
https://www.icanw.org/global_nuclear_weapons_spending_2020?utm_campaign=correction&utm_medium=email&utm_source=ican
https://www.reachingcriticalwill.org/resources/publications-and-research/publications/7422-unspeakable-suffering-the-humanitarian-impact-of-nuclear-weapons
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2rXpp10uS7I&t=55s
https://us3.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=c9787c74933a00a9066ba32d5&id=0541caf485


Get involved!
DOWNLOAD OUR VISUALS  

AND SAMPLE TEXT POSTS HERE

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1c_vqZqsyELhkIMrOVM8Eg18ve_HjkKWP?usp=sharing


WILPF International Secretariat
Rue de Varembé 1, Case Postale 28, 1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland
T: 0041 (0) 22 919 70 80
E: info@wilpf.org

Gerd Altmann, Pixabay
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