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BACKGROUND

Artisanal mining by women is not unique to Zimbabwe;   

it is a worldwide phenomenon, which represents a  

long-standing and important livelihood chain for millions  

of men and women around the world. Since the colonial 

era, Kwekwe District and its adjoining areas have been 

significant in Zimbabwe’s mining industry, for possessing a 

thriving, large-scale mining sector and other commercial 

activities. 

Throughout the colonial period, Zimbabwe had a long 
history of informal, artisanal, small-scale gold mining. 
However, the small-scale gold mining sector was 
considerably curtailed by colonial legislation. The sector 
only grew remarkably with the advent of independence in 
1980, when it increasingly became a significant part of the 
mining sector, although large-scale gold mining  
continued to be prioritised, as the small-scale sector  

was generally viewed as illegal and a problem that needed 
addressing. From the 1990s, policy attitudes in Zimbabwe 
shifted gradually from ostracising the sector as unwanted, 
towards acknowledging its potential contribution to the 
economy and poverty alleviation, including for women  
and children.1 

These developments were despite mining in Africa and 

other parts of the globe being portrayed in the media  

and in communities as a male domain. Before 1990, 

women and girls were largely invisible in the informal and 

semi-formalised, artisanal, small-scale gold mining sector 

in Zimbabwe, and their role in mining development was 

largely denigrated by the society. 

However, due to the unrelenting economic crisis in the 

country since economic liberalisation and structural 

1  Shifting formalization policies and recentralizing power: The case of Zimbabwe’s artisanal gold mining sector, available at www.cifor.org accessed 17 April 2022.
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adjustment, women and girls now constitute much of the 

population that is responsible for the primary stages of small-

scale mining activities, and are therefore at the forefront of 

the battle to secure livelihoods in Zimbabwe.  

Kwekwe District (and the surrounding areas), in particular,  

is renowned for its rich gold mining deposits, and is popular 

with small-scale artisanal gold miners, who are known in  

local parlance as makorokoza (or referred to as magweja  

and magwejelina – colloquial for male and female informal 

artisanal miners, respectively). These miners work in unsafe 

shafts using rudimentary equipment, which includes picks  

and shovels.

This research project focused on male dominance in the 

sector, and how that dominance translates to and promotes, 

directly or indirectly, gender inequality, abuse and the use of 

violence against women and girls, notwithstanding the fact 

that “it’s their [women’s] sweat and blood that’s mixed into 

[the extraction of] that [vital gold ore]”2.  

Women’s role in off-farm activities like mining is well 

articulated in scholarship, which views them as “the silent… 

managers”, “unsung heroines” and as “a neglected factor in 

social development”.3 

Knowledge of women and girls, gender and women’s 

livelihood strategies in artisanal and small-scale mining in 

Kwekwe District, is therefore crucial to understanding the 

district’s power relations and political economy. There are 

many incidents that threaten women and girls, including 

intimidation, discrimination, victimisation by male miners, 

various forms of gender-based violence, name calling,  

sexual harassment, and exchange of sexual favours for 

protection against the violence that is associated  

with the sector.

This participatory research aims to analyse the root  

causes and manifestations of violent masculinities in  

the gold production sector. It starts from the premise  

that understanding these dynamics is crucial in the  

drafting of strategies to mobilise men and women for  

feminist peace, security and development.

Objectives:

1.  Analyse the relationship between artisanal mining, the   

 presence of armed security, small arms and light weapons 

2.  Examine the link between patriarchy and the participation  

 of women in artisanal mining in Kwekwe District  

3.  Investigate how women in artisanal mining communities  

 are coping in a business environment challenged by the  

 Covid-19 pandemic 

4.  Assess the impact of the government’s gold  

 buying monopoly   

Masculinities, in short, are the contextual social expectations 

of being a man.

The term masculinity refers to the roles, behaviours and 

attributes that are considered appropriate for boys and men 

in a given society.4
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2  Vimbai Chinembiri, “Not for the faint-hearted”: Women in Zimbabwe’s mining industry, Global Journal, July 2019, available at www.globaljournal.com
3  Ibid.
4  National Democratic Institution, Men, Power and Politics, p23, available at https://www.ndi.org
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Masculinities are defined against and valued more than 

femininities. 

They are expressed personally through behaviour, propagated 

culturally through images and stories, and institutionally 

through laws, policies and procedures. Masculinity is 

constructed and defined socially, historically and politically, 

rather than biologically driven. 

Women as well as men are involved in reinforcing these  

social expectations of masculinities (eg when a mother 

tells her son that “boys do not cry” and to “act like a man”). 

Patriarchal masculinities can be used to describe those  

ideas about and practices of masculinity that emphasise  

that superiority of masculinity over femininity, and the 

authority of men over women. 

There are many ideas about masculinity and femininity  

that are harmful to girls and women, and to boys and men. 

Militarised masculinities are socially constructed gender 

norms that associate masculinity with power, violence and 

control, particularly in relation to weapons and militarisation.

The aim of this study is to assess the link between  

patriarchal masculinities and the participation of women  

in the extractive industry. 

Therefore, an analysis of the positioning of women in relation 

to men was done by the researcher. The study analysed the 

barriers faced by women and girls in Globe and Phoenix, Tiger 

Reef, and Zhombe Totororo, due to patriarchy and cultural 

norms that normalise violence and discrimination of women. 

The study further examined the relationship between artisanal 

mining, the presence of armed security, and small arms 

and light weapons. Climate change has affected and limited 

agricultural production, and, as a result, artisanal mining has 

emerged as a fundamental source of livelihood for many 

households in Kwekwe District. 

01
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02
RESEARCH 
METHODOLOGY 

The study used a qualitative approach.   

There were interviews with women, girls and men from the 
selected artisanal mining communities in Kwekwe District, 
plus organisations that are carrying out activities directly 
involved in mining were consulted.  

Field data was collected from three communities: 
Tiger Reef, Globe and Phoenix, and Totororo (Zhombe), 
which included satellite artisanal mining communities 
surrounding the major mining communities. 

Data collection methods included primary and secondary 
literature review, desk research, primary data collection 
from 15 focus group discussions, administration of 60 
household questionnaires, 30 key informant interviews, 
three artisanal mining site visits, photography and 
recording of interviews. 

The field visits were done to create an evidence-based 
Situational Report (SitRep). During the field visits, the 
WILPF Zimbabwe research team were encouraged 
to abide by Covid-19 regulations as prescribed by 
the government of Zimbabwe and the World Health 
Organization, including wearing a mask at all times, 
frequent sanitisation of hands and practising social 
distancing. Research participants were informed of the 
objectives of the study, consent was sought before the 
interviews, and they participated voluntarily without 
coercion. The researchers assured the respondents of  

full confidentiality.

7



AN ANALYSIS OF THE RELATIONSHIP 
BETWEEN ARTISANAL MINING,  
THE PRESENCE OF ARMED SECURITY, 
SMALL ARMS AND LIGHT WEAPONS

An analysis of the relationship between 
artisanal mining, the presence of armed 
security, small arms and light weapons:    

As is explained below, the artisanal mining communities 
bear responsibility for militarising young boys and men’s 
masculinities.

Violence associated with Zimbabwe’s gold mining sector 
killed hundreds of people in 2019 and early 2020, and the 
violence stemmed from conflict over gold or gangs  
robbing miners at gunpoint.5 

There are violent gangs that target gold-rich areas, 

particularly in Midlands Province. The gang members are 

driven by hunger, greed, unemployment and deprivation in 

rural communities.  

However, the presence of these gangs has resulted in the 

artisanal mining sector being labelled as a highly militarised 

trade; most of the miners are armed for their protection, 

as perpetrators of violence rather than victims of it.  

 

As a result, the mining sector has become highly 

securitised. Armed soldiers and police are often deployed 

in the gold-rich artisanal mining sites to maintain order.  

 

Most artisanal miners are armed for defence purposes  

and protection of their gold ore. Young boys aged 14  

carry small arms and light weapons, and in gold mining  

a machete is a tool of the trade.6
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5  Columbus Mavhunga, Zimbabwean artisanal miners fear resurgence of violence, November 26 2020, available at https://www.voanews.com/Africa/zimbabwe 
6  Zimbabwe: Unpacking the emergence and rise of violent criminals in mining, 16 January 2020, https://www.allafrica.com
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Violence in the artisanal mining sector is a norm, and 

considered to be a survival skill. The machete is the most 

affordable tool for artisanal miners, because it can be bought 

over the counter without any questions asked, for US$5, with 

no age requirements. Great Dyke News 24 found out that 

during the festive season in 2019, more than 200 machetes 

were sold at a prominent hardware store in Zvishavane.7

In July 2021, the police banned the carrying of dangerous 

weapons such as machetes, axes and knives, because  

they are commonly used to commit crimes such as  

assault and murder.8 Hand weapons such as spears, swords 

and catapults are banned in Kwekwe, which is the nerve 

centre of Zimbabwe’s gold mining.9

Although the security forces have mounted major operations 

to stop these killings, in making arrests they have often failed 

to make a distinction between gang members and non-violent 

artisanal miners. Additionally, there have been issues in terms 

of how the judicial system addresses these cases.  

 

 

The police indicate that they do their best to arrest all criminal 

elements, but once the cases get into the judiciary system, 

the suspects are either discharged on technicalities or set 

free on bail, and this results in the impression that nothing  

is being done about these cases.10

Violence is common in the mining communities, and young 

children are growing up in a society where the use of hand 

weapons is regarded as normal. Due to these factors, the 

artisanal mining sector is highly militarised, and manhood  

is defined by being able to defend livelihoods through the  

use of violence.

Cases of murder due to gold rushes by machete gangs  

are common in the district. In July 2020, a gang of 20 

members invaded Forever Mine in Zhombe and demanded 

permission to search for gold; when the mine owner  

refused, the gang got angry.11

They attacked using sticks, axes and machetes, while other 

members were looting gold pickings. This event resulted in 

the mine owner fatally shooting one of the gang members  

in self-defence.

Totororo area in Zhombe is known for having machete gang 

leaders who terrorise artisanal gold miners in Midlands 

Province and Zimbabwe at large. The use of gold detectors 

has made it easy to prospect for gold, and modern forms 

of communication such as WhatsApp and Facebook allow 

information of gold discoveries to be easily disseminated.

In another case, Ngoni Tinarwo was attacked with machetes 

by his opponents in the mining sector near his home in broad 

daylight. He was admitted to Kwekwe General Hospital, but 

two days later his assailants stormed into the hospital to 

re-attempt the attack. Because of the prevalence of this 

violence, the hospital has become accustomed to such 

issues, and acted swiftly and transferred him to another city.12
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7  Joeffrey Ncube, Unpacking the emergence and rise of violent criminals in mining, 9 October 2020, available at https://www.
greatdykenews24.co.zw
8  Columbus Mabika, Zimbabwe: Police ban carrying of traditional weapons in Harare, www.allAfrica.com, 19 July 2021.
9  Cyril Zenda, In Zimbabwe’s gold wars miners wield machetes for safety, 1 January 2019, available at https://www.trtworld.com

10  Ibid.
11  Owen Matava, Zhombe gold rush: Gold dealer Mhiripiri battles for life, Kwekwe housing director Chiyangwa faces murder 
charges, 22 July 2020, available at https://www.midlandsnews.co.zw.
12  Cyril Zenda, Who is behind the machete killings in Zimbabwe?, 9 December 2019, available at https://www.fairplanet.org 9
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He is now disabled and stopped mining, but he lives in fear 

that his attackers may come back. Many have been killed in 

cold blood in Zimbabwe’s goldfields, where there is war on 

both control of mining claims and trade of the gold. 

The machete attacks are a serious threat to peace and 

stability in the district and the country. On 21 March 2020, 

Godfrey Manyanga was murdered in cold blood at the shops 

at night.13 A police officer, constable Morris Bako fired and 

killed Honest Mbulavi who was accused of killing Manyanga.14  

 

In May 2018, guns were fired at Amaveni Shopping Centre, 

when gold warlords had a battle in broad daylight.15 During 

interviews, participants indicated that these gangs are 

arrested but then released even after gruesome murder 

cases, so the community is afraid of them. 

Gold mining operations in Kwekwe District are the main 

source of the murders and violence, as the miners mostly 

solve their disputes through violence, which usually escalates 

outside the mines or pits.16 

Shopping centres have been turned into violent crime scenes. 

It can be highlighted that if people are encouraged to report 

these crimes, there is a need for the police and justice system 

to ensure the perpetrators are punished. Corruption is also a 

hindrance to justice, therefore it is important for civil society 

organisations and mining associations to speak out against 

corruption in their communities.
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13  Murder of Zanu PF activist Drado Mnanyanga in Kwekwe, 22 March 2021, available at https://www.zwnews.com 
14  Zimbabwe: Police officer up for murder, 25 March 2021, available at https://www.afro.news
15  Freedom Mupanedemo, One shot in the head in clash, 9 May 2018, available at https://www.herald.co.zw

16 Murder cases escalate in Kwekwe District, 22 March 2021, available at https://www.chatreporter.co.zw
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EFFECTS OF ZIMBABWE’S 
CENTRAL BANK GOLD 
BUYING MONOPOLY

Zimbabwe has a centralised gold buying 
scheme, which underpays producers, a 
practice that encourages the black market 
and smuggling.  

In 2018, artisanal mining accounted for 63% of total gold 
deliveries, 17.48kg out of 27.65kg, to Fidelity Printers.17

Therefore, the government gets most of its gold from 
artisanal or small-scale mining firms. Fidelity Printers falls 
under the Reserve Bank of Zimbabwe, the country’s sole 
gold buyer, refiner and exporter of gold. This monopoly 
was established by the 2014 National Budget Statement 
and the 2014 RBZ’s Monetary Policy Statement. In 
February 2019 the Monetary Policy Statement reduced 
the foreign currency retention ration of artisanal gold 
deliveries from 70% US dollars to 55%.18

Fidelity Printers buys gold in a ratio of local currency now 
(45%) ZW$ and (55%) US dollars. 
 

Due to the general preference of the US dollar to the 
unstable local currency, artisanal and small-scale miners 
divert their gold to the black market, which pays 100% in 
US dollars. This gives illegal gold buyers an upper hand in 
their dealings. Illegal gold buyers facilitate the movement 
of machete-wielding gangs to gold-rich areas, so as to 
guarantee themselves gold supplies.  
 
They provide the gangs with food, transport, and in 
some cases with weapons. These gold dealers are locally 
referred to as “sponsors”; the gold dealers in some cases 
even bribe the police to protect their gangs from getting 
arrested. The government notes that gold worth at least 
USD$1.2bn is illegally exported from the country annually.19

More than US$1.5bn of gold is smuggled out of the 
country each year.20 This proves that the gold mining 
sector in Zimbabwe is part of the international organised 
crime. The government dropped out of the London Bullion 
Market Association, for failing to produce the 10 tonnes 
of gold required for membership. Idle gold mines have 

become targets for intrusion by artisanal miners.

11

17  Analysis of new gold buying framework in Zimbabwe with a special emphasis on artisanal and small-scale gold mining, available at https://www.mukasirisibanda.wordpress.com
18  February 2019 Monetary Policy – Reserve Bank of Zimbabwe, available at https://www.rbz.co.zw 
19  Zimbabwe gold deliveries tumble nearly a third to 19 tonnes in 2020, 11 January 2021, available at https://www.reuters.com
20  Zimbabwe gold smugglers shipping over $1.5 billion a year, 24 November 2020, available at https://www.bloomberg.com  
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PATRIARCHY AS AN INFLUENCE IN THE 
MILITARISATION OF MASCULINITIES IN 
ARTISANAL MINING COMMUNITIES: 

Patriarchy as an influence in the 
militarisation of masculinities in  
artisanal mining communities:   

The link between patriarchy and the challenges faced by 
women and girls in artisanal mining in Kwekwe District.

Section 25 of the Constitution of Zimbabwe, stipulates 
that the state and all government agencies at every level 
must protect and foster institutions to adopt measures for 
the prevention of violence.21

UN Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 5 concerns 
gender equality empowerment of women22 and the 
Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against 
Women (CEDAW) requires all countries to end all forms  
of discrimination against all women and girls.23

It is important to note that insufficient progress on these 
structural issues that are being discussed, such as unfair 
social norms, is undermining the ability to achieve SDG 5. 
Despite this recognition, incidents of violence against 
women are rampant, particularly in the artisanal mining 
communities. Women and girls are exposed to gender-
based violence that comes in different forms, including 
verbal harassment, rape, early teenage marriages, assault 
and even death. However, statistics on gender-based 
violence in gold mining communities are hard to come 
by, because violence is so normalised that few women 
file reports. This violence is also rooted in persistent and 
entrenched gender discrimination. For example, the study 
carried out by WILPF Zimbabwe, highlighted that women 
and girls are not allowed to work in the mines by their 
fathers or their husbands. Women have less power to 
influence decisions. They need men’s blessings in order  
to access mining sites.

12

21  The Constitution of Zimbabwe Amendment (No 20) Act 2013
22  Goal 5: Gender equality, https://www.jointsdgfund.org
23  Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women, https://www.un.org/cedaw  
24  Deborah Torr, Shining a light on the plight of women in Zimbabwe’s mining communities, 3 March 2021, available at https://vsointernational.org
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Traditional myths and norms prohibit women from fully 
participating in the extraction of gold ore, and limit their 
access to entering the shafts. In most cases, women are  
not hired when seeking employment at mining sites, even 
when they have the qualifications, as mine owners prefer 
hiring men instead of women. It is believed that if women 
enter the mining shafts during their menstruation period,  
this results in disappearance of gold. 

According to findings by WILPF Zimbabwe, there are  reprisals 
for going past these boundaries: women in the mining 
communities surrounding Kwekwe District, highlighted that 
if they go beyond the boundary they are given, they can 
be assaulted, and the violence is normalised because it is 

seen as a transgression. Over the years, stereotypes have 

limited women to domestic chores, and because of these 

stereotypes, women found in the mining sites often cook or 

sell food for male miners, or sell ore using a mortar and pestle. 

Women’s labour and contributions within the mining sector 

have also remained invisible, because they are mostly 

engaged in non-extractive activities such as crushing, 

sluicing, washing, panning, sieving, sorting, transporting, 

mercury-gold amalgamation, amalgam decomposition. 

Women crush mineral stones into powder for its 

amalgamation with mercury. This often involves selecting  

low and highly mineralised stones before crushing. Girls assist 

their mothers with the preparation of food and vending. Some 

do the gold processing activities at home, while attending to 

their children and domestic work, and so their involvement 

in mining sites is limited. These roles do not usually translate 

in women benefiting financially, as in many cases women 

are either underpaid or exploited. In addition to financial 

exploitation, women in the mining sector are exposed to 

health risks such as brain, kidney and lung damage, particularly 

because it is women who often perform ore purification 

using mercury or cyanide, and scavenge tailings where they 

encounter chemicals such as cyanide.  

 

Women are further prone to health issues such as lung 

diseases, skin irritation and eye damage through dust  

from ore crushing; and musculoskeletal disorders  

from manual lifting and carrying of materials and  

awkward positioning. Women also suffer from fatigue 

due to the physical demands of performing not only 

the aforementioned activities, but also the domestic 

responsibilities they are traditionally charged with, such as 

childcare, food and drink preparation, and cleaning.  

Due to this lack of equality and equity in terms of 

remuneration, among other gendered disadvantages, many 

women also end up engaging in sex work. Women and girls 

are discriminated on the basis of their biological make-up and 

socially constructed gender norms. Women working in mine 

sites, are also often labelled as prostitutes or regarded as sex 

objects as well as service providers (cooking and washing for 

male miners) for the men involved in small-scale mining. Some 

women enter the sex business as a bargaining tool to access 

and maintain employment, but, in the sector, they are prone 

to serious health risks, including sexually transmitted diseases, 

while also being susceptible to social exclusion and sexual and 

physical abuse. In focus group interviews, women indicated 

that they do not report violence against them because of 

fear of stigmatisation in the communities.Discrimination 

against women and girls often begins at home, and due to the 

patriarchal system, they are discouraged from being in mining 

activities, as it is regarded as men’s work. The same mindset 

has led to women failing to participate fully in the artisanal 

mining sector.  

 

Lack of access to land and financial resources, is among 

the factors that contribute to the exclusion of women in the 

mining sector, as a result of the cultural norms that prohibit 

women from owning land and properties.
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WOMEN IN ARTISANAL MINING 
COMMUNITIES AND THE COVID-19 
PANDEMIC

In 2020 to 2022, Covid-19 caused schools 
to close, affecting the right to education for 
children in the mining communities in which 
the survey was conducted.  

As a result of these educational interruptions, students 
from Globe and Phoenix Primary and Secondary, Tiger 
Reef Primary and Secondary, and Rujeko Schools, became 
involved directly or indirectly in mining activities. This 
phenomenon was part of a wider pattern where this was 
the case, in other schools located near artisanal mines. 

There have been significant differences in the experiences 
of students, depending on their location, class and 
educational institution. While students from private 
schools like Goldridge Schools and Camelot Schools have 
been able to take advantage of technology for e-learning, 
this has not been the case for the children in the mining 
communities, whose schools were not offering e-learning, 
due to data being expensive and most students not having 
access to smartphones or laptops. 

The survey revealed that most children from mining 

communities have instead been working to assist their 

parents to bring food on the table. 

Young girls were observed in mining areas selling a mixed 

variety of commodities and cooking food for the miners 

on site. Boys are engaged in the actual mining activities, 

including carrying gold ore packed in sacks (convoy) 

from underground to the surface. Due to the violence 

that characterises the sector, children involved in it are 

exposed to the environment of violence, and this has a 

negative impact on their wellbeing and behaviour. 

Girls are exposed to sexual abuse, and cases of early 

teenage marriages are common between teenage girls 

and miners, who seem to be making money from the 

activities.

The Covid-19 pandemic affected buying, selling and other 

economic activities in mining communities. 

14
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The national lockdown affected women’s travel for  

purchasing goods to sell to miners, resulting in a negative 

impact on them and widening inequality. As a result of the 

pandemic, women in the mining communities also are facing 

the burden of additional unpaid care work and an increase in 

gender-based violence. 

 

Studies show that domestic violence in Zimbabwe increased 

by 70% during the Covid-19 lockdown, and that 94% of the 

cases were of women being exploited sexually, economically 

and physically.25

Violence against women was highly prevalent during 

lockdowns, with 90% of these violations being intimate 

partner violence. Musasa Project (a women’s civil society 

organisation) director Precious Taru, said they normally 

receive 500-600 cases in a month, but there has been a 

sharp increase to 764 cases in 11 days.26

This increase was mainly due to financial constraints, as most 

people survive on artisanal mining and informal trade, which 

were made difficult during the lockdown. 

Following the Domestic Violence Act (Chapter 5:16) of 2007, 

the Anti-Domestic Violence Council was launched in 2009, 

with the mandate to ensure that communities report cases  

of domestic violence and ensure victims do not remain in 

violent relationships. 

However, the act has been operational with very little 

resources and low capacity;27 as a result many victims stay 

in violent relationships due to poverty, and face economic 

hardship if their breadwinner is locked up because of  

lack of support from the government.
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25  Zimbabwe: Covid-19 Lockdown Gender-Based Violence cases up by 70 percent, 2020, https://www.wildaf-ao.org 
26  Domestic violence cases spike in Kwekwe amid COVID-19, 27 May 2020, https://www.midlandsnews.co.zw

27  Anti-Domestic Violence Council, https://evaw-global-database.unwomen.org, accessed 18 April 2022.

Description of offence Number of 
reported cases

C/S 70 (sexual intercourse  
with an under-age where  
there is consent)

73

Rape of girls under 16 106

Domestic violence (adults) 396

Domestic violence (children 
being assaulted) 13

Murders as a result of  
domestic violence

7 (3 males, 3 
females and 1 
6-year-old boy)

Statistics from the Zimbabwe Republic 
Police Kwekwe District Office Annual 

Report January 2021 to December 2021
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RECOMMENDATIONS TO ENHANCE 
WOMEN’S SAFETY AND ECONOMIC 
EMPOWERMENT

16

07 1. The government must support women’s economic independence and empowerment,  
by providing loans that are accessible to women and have fewer exclusionary 
requirements, and it must address the issue of corrupt loan officers, so that loans  
achieve their intended results.

2.  Conduct literacy campaigns targeting women in mining communities. Literacy campaigns     
 may take different forms including technical, administrative and management training;  
 basic literacy courses; and various inductions on government laws. 

3.  Provide social safety nets for women and girls in mining communities, such as small  
 grants to the women miners and girls involved in mining activities for them to go to school.

4.  The government must provide free legal representation and safe houses for  
 women and girls affected by violence.



RECOMMENDATIONS TO COUNTER 
MILITARISED MASCULINITIES AND  
TO MOBILISE MEN FOR EQUALITY  
AND PEACE 

17
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Recommendations to counter militarised 
masculinities and to mobilise men for 
equality and peace:  

1. The Zimbabwean government should implement the 
African Union’s 2021 Declaration and Call to Action on 
Positive Masculinity to End Violence Against Women 
and Girls in Africa, and it should domesticate UN 
Human Rights Council Resolution 35/10: Accelerating 
efforts to eliminate violence against women: engaging 
men and boys in preventing and responding to violence 
against all women and girls, as well as its accompanying 
2018 review.

2.  Bilateral aid partners should support civil society 
organisations to carry out advocacy and education 
campaigns to challenge harmful gender norms, 
especially those that link masculinities with domination, 
control of women, and the use of violence. 

3.  The government and civil society organisations must 
collaborate to challenges ideas of manhood that link 
being a man with gun ownership, and must challenge 
gun advertising that links masculinities and guns. It must 
also limit the accumulation and use of small arms and 
light weapons in the artisanal mining sector, through 
awareness campaigns, security sector, strict arms 
control, and ensuring those who violate existing gun 
regulations or use guns for crime are held accountable 
for their actions. 

4.  Traditional leaders and religious leaders are pivotal in 

changing harmful gender norms, engaging men, and 

demystifying the myths that are excluding women from 

participating fully in mining the extraction of ore. WILPF 

and other civil society partners should engage them, 

so that they can better support gender transformation 

training and awareness campaigns in their communities.

https://au.int/en/pressreleases/20211125/declaration-and-call-action-positive-masculinity-end-violence-against-women
https://au.int/en/pressreleases/20211125/declaration-and-call-action-positive-masculinity-end-violence-against-women
https://au.int/en/pressreleases/20211125/declaration-and-call-action-positive-masculinity-end-violence-against-women
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G17/189/98/PDF/G1718998.pdf?OpenElement
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G17/189/98/PDF/G1718998.pdf?OpenElement
https://digitallibrary.un.org/record/1637333?ln=en
https://digitallibrary.un.org/record/1637333?ln=en
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09 Recommendations directly related to the mining sector 

1. The government should revise the Mines and Mineral Act, to give artisanal mining  
co-operatives legal standing.

2.  Adequately fund the Ministry of Mines unit responsible for the artisanal mining sector.

3.  The Reserve Bank of Zimbabwe must pay gold miners 100% in US dollars, to mitigate  
 the smuggling of gold.

4.  Complete the digital cadastre system,28 which demarcates mining claims, to minimise  
 mining disputes.

28  The cadastre system is a computer-based and up-to-date land information system containing a record of interests in land; this involves the administration, subdivision and 
granting of mining title system, www.herald.co.zw, 8 November 2019.

http://www.herald.co.zw
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Confronting militarised masculinities: 
Transforming the artisanal mining sector 
from a culture of patriarchal dominance 
to a safe space for women and girls


