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Middle East Weapons of Mass Destruction Free Zone

Whereas members of the United States Section of the Women’s International League for Peace and
Freedom (WILPF US) have worked towards the establishment of a Weapons of Mass Destruction Free
Zone in the Middle East, with two of WILPF US national committees, DISARM-End Wars, and the
MEPJAC (Middle East Peace and Justice Action Committee), a decade ago having cooperated to make
a statement on it that they eventually distributed at the United Nations Helsinki Conference in April
2012; and

Whereas the Culture of Peace newsletter reports that on 9-10 June 2022, scholars and experts met in
Mongolia to discuss the importance, challenge, and prospects for Nuclear Weapons Free Zones
(“NWFZ”), and, “The participants congratulated Mongolia on the 30th year of its unprecedented
initiative to establish a single state NWFZ,” noting that more than half of the world is now covered by
Nuclear Weapons Free Zones, as shown on the world map published with Culture of Peace newsletter
article from Mongolia; and

Whereas establishing Nuclear Weapons Free Zones as first steps, as noted in the article in Culture of
Peace above, has been accomplished in many global regions, the idea and goal of establishment of a
Nuclear Free Zone in the Middle East has now been expanded to a Weapons of Mass Destruction Free
Zone (“MEWMDFZ"); and

Whereas there was a meeting in 2012 at the United Nations on the creation of such a Zone; and,
there is now a UN process underway for the establishment of a Zone Free of Nuclear Weapons and

Other Weapons of Mass Destruction in the Middle East; and

Whereas people are unaware about what Nuclear Free and Weapons of Mass Destruction Free Zones
are, and are even more so about the idea and possible establishment of a Middle East Weapons of
Mass Destruction Free Zone;

Therefore, let it be resolved that we, at WILPF’s 33 International Congress, call for all of our Sections
and Groups to engage in education projects on Nuclear Free Zones and Weapons of Mass Destruction
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Free Zones (WMDFZs), with the assistance of our International Secretariat’s offering members more
information and ideas for possible actions based on suggestion by the Sections in the region, such as:

e  WILPF Sections and Groups do more to familiarise themselves with the subject of
MEWMDFZs, including by reading newsletter articles and other materials written on the

subject by WILPF’s Reaching Critical Will programme;

e  WILPF’s International Secretariat is requested to provide a budget for this issue so the
concept and eventual reality of a MEWMDFZ can grow and be better known;

e Members in our Sections and Groups can do the work to provide information throughout
each Section’s and Group’s membership so that members can in turn inform their
communities;

e Members in our more-established Sections, in particular, must do more education on this
topic, ideally reaching out in particular to religious institutions, educational institutions from
the primary levels through colleges and universities as well as members in other civil society
organisations;

e Members in Sections and Groups can show documentaries and put pressure on television
stations and other local, regional and national media outlets to show video and/or audio
documentaries and presentations;

e Sections also can reach out to our UN representatives;

e Members in the USA Section, in particular, can reach out to members of the USA Congress to
press strenuously and more effectively for these representatives to move higher up on their
immediate and annual Federal budget cycles the issues of substantive appropriations
reductions in all areas of the huge war and armaments budgets that currently exist; to
participate in the current UN process on a WMDFZ in the Middle East; and as this proceeds
the Section must also build national membership in order to establish active national Section
subcommittees for this work;

e Our Middle East Sections, in particular, can be encouraged and assisted by the International
Secretariat in developing information sources for outreach on a MEWMDZ, as well as in
developing and undertaking concrete actions for such outreach; and,

e We, WILPF members in our entirety, must ensure that our members in our Middle East
Sections are able to work with others in civil society in their countries to help each of the
Middle East countries develop confidence-building measures and stepping stones to peace,
which require a hope, sense and finally reality of Middle East stability; and

Therefore, let it further be resolved that we call for our WILPF International Secretariat to press for:

A regional conference at which members and representatives of a diverse civil society can work
cooperatively to lay out: An agenda for mutual security for all countries involved in the Middle East, as
well as to advance negotiations for peace and a just and fair economy for all; so we also ask WILPF
members to do our utmost possible to work on this issue.

Consultative Status with UN ECOSOC, UNCTAD, UNESCO and UNEP.
Special Consultative Relations with FAO, ILO and UNICEF.


https://www.reachingcriticalwill.org/news/subscribe

