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Statement on Iran

In Iran, hundreds, including children, have been shot, thousands arrested, tortured, raped, and killed
by security forces for daring to chant “Woman, Life, Freedom”, and for demanding their basic human
rights.

Women and girls protesting mandatory hijab laws and other violations of their human rights face
brutal repression, which has resulted even in death, as in the case of Armita Garavand cited in the
Fact-Finding Mission’s report.! Gender persecution is taking place in the context of acts of protest
and associated repression and, as the Fact-Finding Mission has indicated, “against the backdrop of

an institutionalized system of discrimination and elements of segregation against women and girls.”?

Political prisoners are subjected to torture, including by being forcibly administered anti-psychotic
drugs and sent to psychiatric hospitals as a means of punishment or to extract false confessions.
Several prisoners have died in custody because of torture; their deaths portrayed by authorities as
resulting from suicide, drug overdose, or illnesses. Their cases remain uninvestigated and
unpunished, with families denied the right to truth and justice. This confirms the absolute need for
international accountability mechanisms.

The Human Rights Council must stand in solidarity with the women, girls and other people of Iran
demanding an end to this institutionalized and systematic discrimination. It must renew the Fact-
Finding Mission’s and Special Rapporteur’s mandates. And it must demand accountability and justice.

1 See Report of the independent international fact-finding mission on the Islamic Republic of Iran, UN index :
A/HRC/55/67 (2 February 2024), paragraph 73.
2 |bid., paragraph 107.



