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The Commission of Inquiry on Syria’s January 2025 report, aptly titled A Web of Agony,? exposes the atrocities
committed by the Assad regime over more than five decades and reveals how sexual and gender-based
violence in Syrian detention centres has been systematically used as a tool of political repression. The deep
harm this causes survivors, compounded by the lack of accountability, perpetuates a devastating cycle of
trauma that undermines prospects for reparation and reconciliation.*

The Commission’s report, Pillage and Plunder,” released in December 2024, highlights how discriminatory
inheritance laws have prevented many women—particularly widows and the wives of forcibly disappeared
men—from asserting property rights. With over 50% of Syria’s housing damaged, particularly by explosive
weapons, displaced women face the risk of permanent dispossession, which is further exacerbated by legal
and social barriers.

Addressing these and other pre-existing inequalities, which are rooted in colonial traditions that perpetuate
patriarchal norms, is essential for building sustainable peace and a just future in Syria.

In recent days, escalating violence between the interim government’s security forces supported by associated
militias, and armed factions loyal to the former Assad government in areas on the Syrian coast, has spread
across multiple governorates, leading to the deaths of at least 803 civilians.® Reports indicate mass executions,
targeted attacks on civilian homes and properties, and the use of sectarian rhetoric to justify the violence. An
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independent and impartial investigation is essential to accurately determine responsibility. Otherwise,
impunity for these massacres will perpetuate the systemic lack of justice and accountability in Syria.

As Syria steps into this new chapter, we call on all states to:

e Urge all parties to the hostilities ensure the protection of civilians.

e Press for an independent and impartial investigation into the events that have taken place on the
Syrian coastal region since 6 March.

e Protect Syrian refugees by halting any plans for forced deportations or coerced returns, as Syria
remains unsafe for repatriation.

e Support a comprehensive, inclusive transitional justice process with a gender-responsive and survivor-
centred approach focused on accountability for all past and ongoing war crimes, which also addresses
pre-existing inequalities, including discriminatory provisions under the Personal Status law that
restrict land, housing and property ownership.



